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COURSESTRUCTUREOF M.A.INHISTORY 

 

 

SEMESTER COURSE 

NO. 

COURSETITLES FULL 

MARKS 

Credit 

 

 

 

 

I 

HIS101 STATEFORMATIONINANCIENTINDIA 50 6 

HIS102 HISTORYANDHISTORIOGRAPHY 50 6 

HIS103 HISTORYOFEUROPE:FROMREVOLUTIONTOWORLDWAR(1789-1914) 50 6 

HIS104 SOCIO-RELIGIOUSREFORMMOVEMENTSINCOLONIALINDIA 50 6 

SPECIALPAPER(anyone ) 

HIS105 HIS105A SOCIALHISTORYOFCOLONIALINDIA 50 6 

HIS105B INDIAAND THE WORLD : THE MAKING OF A FOREIGN 

POLICY 

HIS105C AGRARIANHISTORYOFCOLONIALINDIA 

TOTAL 250 30 

 

 

 

 

II 

HIS201 STATEANDECONOMYINCOLONIALINDIA 50 6 

HIS202 ANTI–COLONIALRESISTANCE,DECOLONISATIONANDAFTER 50 6 

HIS203 HISTORYOFMODERNWORLD:SELECTTHEMES 50 6 

C-HIS204 
THEMAKINGOF INDIANFOREIGN POLICY (CBCS) 

50 4 

SPECIALPAPER/OPTIONALPAPER 

HIS205 HIS205A MILITARYHISTORYOFINDIA 50 6 

HIS205B CONTEMPORARYWORLD:SELECTTHEMES 

HIS205C HISTORYOFMEDICINE:ASHORTINTRODUCTION 

HIS205D SOUTHWESTBENGAL(17TH&18THCENTURIES) 

TOTAL 250 28 

 

 

 

 

 

III 

HIS301 INDUSTRIALREVOLUTION-I:THENATUREOFTHEINDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTIONANDTHEENGLISHEXPERIENCE 

50 6 

HIS302 A HISTORY OF CASTE AND INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES OF THE 19TH  AND 20TH 

CENTURY INDIA 
50 6 

HIS303 HISTORYOFCONSTITUTIONALDEVELOPMENTINMODERNINDIA 50 6 

C-HIS304 CONTEMPORARYINDIA:HISTORICALUNDERPINNINGS(CBCS) 50 4 

SPECIALPAPER/OPTIONALPAPER(anyone) 

HIS305 HIS305A SOUTHWESTBENGAL(19TH&20THCENTURIES) 50 6 

HIS305B POPULARCULTUREINBENGAL,19TH&20THCENTURIES 

HIS305C TECHNOLOGYINEARLYMODERNINDIA 

HIS305D HISTORYOFMEDICINEININDIA:COLONIALTIMESTOTHE 

PRESENT 

TOTAL 250 28 

 

 

 

 

 

IV 

HIS401 SOCIAL HISTORYOF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGYANDMEDICINE ININDIA: 

COLONIAL PERIOD 

50 6 

HIS402 ENVIRONMENTALHISTORYOFMODERNINDIA 50 6 

HIS403 INDUSTRIALREVOLUTION-II:THECONTINENTALEXPERIENCE 50 6 

HIS404 WOMENANDSOCIETYININDIANHISTORY 50 6 

Dissertation Paper 

(Any One from the Following) 

HIS405 

(Optional) 

HIS405 (A) IDEASANDTHOUGHTSINMODERNINDIA:SELECTTHEMES 

&PERSONALITIES 

50 6 

HIS405 (B) GANDHIANTHOUGHT 

HIS405 (C) HISTORICALMETHOD 

HIS405 (D) Violence and Gender in Society 

HIS405 (E) Politics of Identity: Religion, Caste and Gender in Modern India 

HIS405 (F) Women, Dalits and Adivasis in Modern India 

HIS405 (G) Cultural History of West Bengal 

HIS405 (H) Migration in a Global Context: A Historical Perspective 

HIS405 (I) Muslim Society, Culture, Education & Religion (Colonial Period)   

    

TOTAL 250 30 

ALLTOTAL 1000 116 

 

FULLMARKS,50=ENDSEMESTEREXAMINATION(40)+INTERNALASSESSMENT(10)  



  

SEMESTER-I 

CompulsoryCourses: 

COURSENO: 

 

HIS101:STATEFORMATIONINANCIENTINDIA 

Lectures: 60 Marks:50 
Course Objectives: The course intends to impart knowledge to students about how states are formed and 

how they evolve into large territorial entities like kingdoms or empires. These processes are explained in 

the context of the ancient period of history in India, and one of the emphases is to focus on the analysis of 

states in terms of their origin – i.e. whether there could be alternatives to state like lineage, and, whether 

states originate sui generis or whether they originate from the remnants of earlier formations.  

Course Outcome: 
Students are expected to have knowledge of state origins, statelessness and sovereignty. So that every 

executive action of the modern state, whether in conceptualizing or in planning or in executing can be tested 

against the barometer of the similar actions or processes in the past . And to learn from the mistakes and 

successes of that past in building a strong, durable, prosperous and inclusive nation state. 
 

 

UNIT I: Introduction to political organization till the Vedic period – Kingship in the 

ancientperiod – Gopati to Bhupati – meaning of the term Rajan-Vispatias chief – post-Vedic 

terms fortheKing. 

UNIT II:Localautonomyandimperialunity– janapadasand mahajanapadas – conditions 

fortherise of large territorial states – treasury and coercion in the state – regular collection of 

land-revenue–adventoftaxationandemergenceofthestate. 

UNIT III: Structure of polity in early medieval India – chieftaincies and feudatories – 

politicaland economicchangesandthebasesoftheearlymedievalstatesystem. 

UNIT IV: State and imperial ideology in South India– the Cholas and their successors–

Vijayanagara. 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Ali,D.:CourtlyCultureandPoliticalLifeinEarlyMedievalIndia 

 

2. Champakalakshmi,R:Trade,IdeologyandUrbanisation 



  

3. Chattopadhaya,B.D.: TheMakingofEarlyMedievalIndia 

 

4. Claessen,H.J.M.&Skalnik,P.:The EarlyState 

 

5. Kesavan,V.:PoliticalStructureinEarlyMedievalSouthIndia 

 

6. Kosambi,D.D.:AnIntroductiontotheStudyofIndianHistory 

 

7. Kulke,H.(ed.):TheStateinIndia 

 

8. Roy,K.:EmergenceofMonarchyinNorthIndia 

 

9. Sharma,R.S.:AspectsofPoliticalIdeaandInstitutionofAncientIndia 

 

10. Sharma,R.S.:TheStateandVamaFormationintheMid-GangaPlains 

 

 



  

COURSENO:  

HIS102:HISTORYANDHISTORIOGRAPHY 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This course enables students to improve the skills needed to become successful 

professional historians. It enlightens students to the various ways in which historians understand the 

development of the academic discipline of history and enrich them with the forms of writings that have 

been most prevalent in recent past. This course familiarizes students with recent historiographic trends 

and practices. 

Course Outcome: Students will improve their writing skill after completing this course. Their 

interest in history research will increase. They can provide unbiased opinion on any one issue. 

Overall their analytical ability will increase. 

 

Unit - I: What is History? Events and interpretations.Philosophy of History – 
EnlightenmentHistoriography– Empiricism–Positivism– Idealistviewofhistory. 

 

Unit–II:HistorywritinganddifferentversionsoftheIdeaofProgress–

T.B.MacaulayandtheIdeaofLiberty–KarlMarxandtheprincipleofequality–

G.M.TrevelyanandtheLiteracyandSocialhistory.Developmentofeconomicandsocialhistoryint

heearlytwentiethcentury – 

Maurice Dobb and the Rise of Capitalism – R. H. Tawney and the Gentry Thesis – G. 

LefevbreandA.SoboulandtheFrenchRevolution. 

 

Unit – III: SocialHistoryasHistoryofMovements–

Seventeenthcenturycrisis,EnglishRevolution and Christopher Hill. Social History as history 

of classes – Eric J. Hobsbawm and theAge of Capital, E. P. Thompson and the working 

class, Raphael Samuel and the History of thePeople.Emergenceofnewsocialhistory. 

 

Unit–IV:DebatesinIndianHistory –

HistoriographyoffeudalisminIndia,Eighteenthcenturycrisis in India, Indian Awakening in 

Nineteenth century, Indian nationalism, Partition of India.ModernIndianHistorywithsocio-

economicperspective–

peasantryandworkingclasses,caste,tribe,gender,environment,scienceandtechnology. 

 

SuggestedReading: 

 
1. ErnestBreisach:Historiography. 

 

2. ArthurMarwick:TheNatureofHistory. 

 



  

3. E.H.Carr:WhatisHistory? 

 

4. BeverleySouthgate:History:WhatandWhy. 

 

5. H.W.Kaye:BritishMarxistHistorians. 

 

6. KenMorrison:Marx,Durkheim,Weber. 

 

7. PeterGeyl:DebateswithHistorians. 

 

8. P.LambertandP.Schofield(eds):Making History. 

 

9. MaryFulbrook:HistoricalTheory. 

 

10. M.C.Lemon:PhilosophyofHistory. 

 

11. DavidCannadine(ed):WhatisHistoryNow? 

 

12. G.R.Elton:ThePracticeofHistory. 

 

13. E.Sreedharan:ATextbook ofHistoriography. 

14. SumitSarkar:WritingSocialHistory. 

 

15. RonaldInden:ImaginingIndia. 

 

16. SekharBandopadhyay:FromPlasseytoPartition. 

 

17. AdamBudd:TheModern HistoriographyReader- Western Sources. 

 

18. MarkT.Gilderhus:HistoryandHistorians. 

 

19. GeorgG.IggersandEdwardWang:GlobalHistoryofModernHistoriography. 

 

20. AmalesTripathi:ItihasoAitihasik 

 

  



  

 

COURSENO: 

 

HIS 103: HISTORY OF EUROPE: FROM REVOLUTION TO WORLDWAR(1789-

1914) 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This course will cover such themes as industrialization, state- and nation- building, 

social upheavals and transformation, and the emergence of liberalism, conservatism, and socialism as the 

predominant political ideologies. Through taking this course, students will have an understanding of the 

basic chronology and themes of nineteenth-century European history. 

Course Outcome:They will demonstrate the ability to understand and analyze difficult primary sources 

within their historical context. This Course will prepare the students for UPSC and other Competitive 

Examinations. 

 

UNIT I: French Revolution: crisis of the ancient regime, intellectual currents, participation 

of social classes - Emergence of Napoleon Bonaparte: domestic policy of Napoleon, foreign 

policyofNapoleon-CongressofVienna,1815-SocialandPoliticaldevelopments,1815-

1848:Metternich- forces of conservatism and restoration of old hierarchies - Social, political 

andintellectualcurrents, revolutionary movementsof1830 and1848. 

UNIT II: Growth of Democracy in Britain: Parliamentary Reforms Acts of 1832, 

Liberalism inEngland, Irish problem– its socio-economic and political aspects - The 

extension of franchiseandexpansionofsocialism-

LabourmovementinBritainandtheriseofLabourPartyNationalism-ItalianRisorgimento-Socio-

economicmilieuand stagesofItalian unification:role 

ofMazzini,Garibaldi,CavourandVictorEmmanuel-FoundationoftheGermanEmpire:Prussian 

spirit, Role of Bismarck in the Unification of Germany, Foreign Policy of Bismarck, 

theageofBismarck1870-1890),ForeignPolicyofKaiserWilliamIIandhisworldpolitics. 

UNIT III: RussiaundertheCzars:CzarAlexanderI-domesticandforeign  policy, CzarNicholas 

I- foreign policy, Czar Alexander II- reform policy, foreign policy, his failures 

andachievements, The reign of Czar Alexander III, Czar Nicholas II- the Russo-Japanese 

war, therevolutionof1905. 

UNIT IV: The eastern crisis: nature of the crisis, the War of Greek Independence, the problem 

ofTurkey- the treaty of London and the treaty of Sanstefano, the Crimean war, the Congress 

ofBerlin - the first Balkan War (1912), the second Balkan War (1913), the formation of 

TripleEntente-theageofarmedpeace(1904-1914). 

SuggestedReadings: 



  

 

1. Bury,J.I.T.France,1840(RoutledgeChapmanandHall,1985). 

 

2. Fisher,H.A.L.,AHistoryofEurope(London,FontanaLibrary,1969). 

 

3. Hill,Christopher,FromReformationtoIndustrialRevolution(Penguin,1970). 

 

4. Hill,Christopher,LeninandtheRussianRevolution(Penguin,1978). 

 

5. Joll,James,EuropeSince1870:AnInternationalHistory(Har-Row,1973). 

 

6. Langer,W.L.,EuropeanAlliancesandAlignments(Greenwood,1977). 

 

7. Lefebvre,Georges,ComingoftheFrenchRevolution(Princeton,1989). 

 

8. Taylor, A.J.P.,The Strugglefor MasteryinEurope(OUP, 1954). 

 

9. Thompson,David,EuropeSinceNapoleon(Penguin,1957,1966). 

 

10. Parthasarthi,G.,VishwaKaItihas(Delhi,HindiDirectorate,1983) 

11. AlbertiniL.,OriginsofTheWarof1914,Oxford,1952(Vol.2) 

 

12. AvineriS.,MarxismAndNationalism,JournalofContemporaryHistory,26(1991). 

 

13. BergeronL.,FranceUnderNapolean,Peinceton,1981. 

 

14. Blanning,T.C.W.,Europe–18thCentury–History,Europe1688-

1815,OxfordUniversityPress,Oxford,2000. 

15. Davis,H.A.RevisedbyD.H.C.BlountAnOutlineHistoryoftheWorld.NewDelhi:OUP, 

 

16. Hobsbawm,E.J.,TheAgeofRevolution,1789-1848.London.(1977) 

 

17. Hobsbawm,E.J.,TheAgeofCapital,1848-1875.London. 

 

18. Hobsbawm,E.J.,TheAgeofEmpire,1875-1914,London. 

 

19. Hobsbawm,E.J.,TheAgeofExtremes:TheShortTwentiethCentury,1914-1991.London. 

 

20. Ketelbey,C.D.M.AHistoryofModernTimes,London:OUP,5thedition.(1973) 

 

21. Mckinley,AlbertE.,ArthurC.Howland&MatttewL.DawnWorld History 

VolI&II.NewDelhi:AtlanticPublishers.,(1994) 

22. NewCambridgeModernHistoryVols.9-

12.Cambridge:CambridgeUniversityPress.(1970) 

23.  Swain,J.E.,AHistoryofWorldCivilizationNewDelhi,EurasiaPublishers,2ndReprint..(197

0) 



  

24. Thomson,David.EuropesinceNapolean.London:Penguin,Reprint.(1966) 



  

COURSENO: 

HIS104:SOCIO RELIGIOUSREFORMMOVEMENTSIN COLONIALINDIA 

 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This Course studies the background, causes, and emergence of different types of 

social and religious reform movements in India from the early nineteenth to the mid twentieth centuries. It 

discusses the existence of different religions, issues related to caste, and class in colonial India. On one 

hand, it studies the revivalist and reformist outlooks among the Indian reformers, while on the other, it 

looks at the colonial intervention in issues of reforms. 

Course Outcome:An important aspect of this Course is that it traces the path of some of the significant 

social and religious reforms of the time from its inception to the Act. 

 

UNITI:Orientalists,UtilitariansandtheBengalRenaissance –

debateson‘Renaissance’,reformandsocialChange–evolutionofsocio-

religiousreformmovements–thedifferencebetweensocialandreligiousmovements–

debateoverstrategies–VidyasagarandRammohanRoy. 

 

UNIT II: Reform or Revival– definitions and debates– Hindu shastras and 

socialreform – religion as the basis of social reform – Hindu-Brahmo relations – 

PrarthanaSamajandAryaSamaj-

VedantaandrevitalizationofIndianlife:Ramkrishna,VivekanandaandtheRamkrishnaMi

ssion-

responsetothemovementinpressandliterature:areviewoftheworkofBhudebMukhopadh

yay,BankimChandraChattopadhyay,NabinChandraSen,andAkshayChandraSarkar. 

UNIT III: Nationalism, modernity, and Muslim identity in India before 1947: 

Islamicreformers and their movements in India - educational movements, faith, and 

revivalmovements–SyedAhmedKhanandtheAligarhMovement,WahabiMovement, 

DeobandMovement. 

UNIT IV: Muslimwomen,reformandpatronage:astudyofNawabSultan  

JahanBegamofBhopal –

issuesoncasteandeducation:BegamRokeyaSakhawatHosseinandSaralaDebi–issues 

onwidowremarriage and Sati–orthodoxHinduism and the Ageof 

SuggestedReadings: 

 
1. Ahmad,Q.:TheWahabiMovementinIndia 

 



  

2. Ahmed,F.A.S.:SocialIdeasandSocialChangeinBengal,1818–1835 

 

3. Ghai,K.R.:SuddhiMovementinIndia 

 

4. O’Hanlon,R.:Caste,ConflictandIdeology 

 

5. Heimsath,H.C.:IndianNationalismandHinduSocialReform 

 
6. Hurley,L.S.:MuslimWomen,ReformandPrincelyPatronageNawabSultanJahan

Begamof Bhopal 

 

7. Jaffrelot,C.:TheHindu NationalistMovementand IndianPolitics:1925tothe1990s 
8. Jones,W.K.:TheNewCambridgeHistoryofIndiaSocio-

ReligiousReformMovementsinBritishIndia 

 

9. Kopf,D.andJoarder,S.:(eds.)ReflectionsontheBengalRenaissance 

 
10. Kopf,D.:BritishOrientalismandtheBengalRenaissance:TheDynamicsof

IndianModernization1773– 1835 

 

11. Kopf,D.:TheBrahmoSamajandtheShapingoftheModernIndianMind 

 

12. Metcalf,D.B.:IslamicContestationsEssaysOnMuslimsinIndianandPakistan 

 

13. Metcalf,D.B.:IslamicRevivalinBritishIndia:Deoband1860–1900 

 

14. Mullatti,L.:TheBhaktiMovementandtheStatusofWomen 

 

15. Nizami,A.T.:MuslimPoliticalThoughtandActivityinIndiaduringtheFirstHalfofthe19t

hCentury 

 

16. Reetz,D.:IslaminthePublicSphereReligiousGroupsinIndia1900–1947 

 
17. Sarkar,S.:BibliographicalSurvey ofSocialReformMovements inthe 

EighteenthandNineteenthCenturies 

 

18. Sarkar,S.:OnBengalRenaissance 

 

19. Sarkar,T.:HinduWife,HinduNationCommunity,ReligionandCulturalNationalism 

 

20. Sarkar,T.:Rebels,Wives,SaintsDesigning SelvesandNationsinColonialTimes 

 
21. Sen,P.A.:ExplorationsinModernBengalc.1800–1900EssaysonReligion, 

HistoryandCulture 

 

22. Sen,P.A.:SocialandReligiousReform.TheHindusofBritishIndia 

 
23. Sen,P.S.(ed.):Social andReligiousReformMovementsinthe 

NineteenthandTwentiethCenturies 

24. Sharma,K.:BhaktiandtheBhaktiMovement,aNewPerspective 



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS105A:SOCIALHISTORY OFCOLONIALINDIA 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives: This course deals with the relatively new and intellectually demanding sub- 

discipline of Social History. It discusses in detail certain crucial aspects of Indian society during British 

rule, viz., caste, tribe, labour, family, and urbanization and urbanism. A certain degree of continuity, 

despite changes, characterised Indian society up to the 18th century; thereafter, western colonial rule 

ushered in new era with revenue extraction measures, domination in trade, technological innovations, and 

the rule of law – all which could not but impact upon, and bring about changes in, Indian society as well.  

Course Outcome:A reading of the course ought to enable students to know the basic features of Indian 

society, the impact of colonial rule upon them, and how it continues to impinge upon contemporary life in 

India. 

 

UNIT I: Changing face of a discipline: What is society? – Social history to history of 

society –CompetingOrientalist,Utilitarian,andNationalistvisionsofpastIndiansociety–

briefoverviewofaspectsofpost-colonialIndiansociety. 

UNIT II: Marginal communities: Caste: traditional features; colonial sociology and 

mobilitymovements;lowercasteaspirationsandnationalmovement–

Tribe:validityoftheconceptandtraditionalfeatures;changesduringcolonialruleandconfrontation

;tribesandnationalmovement–

Labour:consciousnessandthemakingofaworkingclass;capitalandconditionsofwork;organisati

on,protest,andnationalmovement. 

 

 

UNIT III: Family and childhood: Patriarchy and gender; social functions of the family 

andhousehold roles; changes in family structure and norms during colonial rule – Childhood 

andchildren inthecolonialera;modernBengalichildren’sliterature. 

 

UNITIV:Thecityanditsinhabitants:UrbanisationandurbanismincolonialIndia–Emergence of 

the metropolis of Calcutta; the mofussilcentres – The ‘middle class’ and 

otherclassesinthenewcities;theirdistinctiveattributesandsensibilities–Aspectsofeliteand 

popularcultureinthecities. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

 



  

1. Bandopadhyay,Sekhar(ed.):Bengal:RethinkingHistory.Manohar,Delhi,2001. 

2. Bandopadhyay,Sekhar:Caste,PoliticsandtheRaj.UniversityofCalcutta,Calcutta,1990. 

3. Bandopadhyay,Sekhar:Caste,ProtestandIdentityinColonialIndia.OUP,Calcutta,1997. 

4. Banerjee,Sumanta:TheParlourandtheStreets.SeagullBooks,Calcutta,1989. 

5. Banga,Indu:TheCityinIndianHistory.Manohar,Delhi,2005. 

6. Bhattacharya,Sabyasachi(ed.):ApproachestoHistory.Primus,Delhi,2011. 

7. Burke,Peter:HistoryandSocialTheory.CornellUniversityPress,Ithaca,1992. 

 

8. Chakrabarty,Dipesh:RethinkingWorking-

ClassHistory.PrincetonUniversityPress,Princeton,2000. 

 

9. Chatterjee,Indrani(ed.):UnfamiliarRelations.PermanentBlack,Delhi,2004. 

10. Chatterjee-Dube,Ishita(ed.):CasteinHistory.OUP,Delhi,2008. 

11. Dasgupta,Uma:RiseofanIndianPublic.Riddhi-India,Calcutta,1977. 

 

12. Dass,Manishita:OutsidetheLetteredCity.OUP,NewYork,2015. 

13. Forbes,Geraldine:WomeninModernIndia.CUP,Cambridge,1996. 

14. Giddens,Anthony:Sociology.PolityPress,Cambridge,2009. 

 

15. Joshi,Sanjay(ed.):TheMiddleClassinColonialIndia.OUP,Delhi,2010. 

 

16. Kolenda,Pauline:CasteinContemporaryIndia.RawatPublications,Jaipur,2006. 

 

17. Risley,H.H.:TribesandCastesofBengal.BengalSecretariatPress,Calcutta,1891 

 

18. Walsh,Judith:GrowingUpinBritishIndia.Holmes&Meier,Teaneck,1983. 

 

  



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS105B:INDIAANDTHEWORLD:THEMAKINGOFAFOREIGN POLICY 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives: The purpose of this course is to generate knowledge among the students about 

continuity and changes in India’s foreign policy since independence. This course studies India’s foreign 

policy within the context of history and tries to understand and analyze its behavior.  

Course Outcome:Through taking this course, students will gain an understanding of the history and 

India’s policy with regard to our relations with important world powers as well as regional powers. 

 

UnitI:AnIntroductiontoIndia’sForeignPolicy 

 

 HistoricaloriginsandDeterminants–ContinuityandChange:FromIdealismtoRealism 

 Non-AlignmentandIndia’srole 

 IndiaandtheNuclearQuestion:ChangingPerceptionsandPolicy. 

UnitII:IndiaandherNeighbours 

 

 IndiainSAARC:TowardsaCo-operationinSouthAsia 

 India’sPolicy towardsits Neighbours 

UnitIII: India’sOptionsinaChangingAsia 

 

 Relationswith-SoutheastAsia,CentralAsiaandWestAsia 

UnitIV:IndiaandMajorPowers 

 

 Relationswith–U.S.,Russia,Europe,ChinaandJapan 

 

 

SuggestedReadings: 

1. Appadorai,A.DomesticRootsofIndia’sForeignPolicy,1947-1972. 

2. Bandyopadhyaya,J.TheMakingofIndia’sPolicy:determinants,institutions,processandpersonalit

ies. 

3. Bose,S.andA.Jalal.ModernSouthAsia:History,Culture,PoliticalEconomy. 

4. Chakravarty,Suhas.V.K.KrishnaMenonandTheIndianLeague,1925-47. 

5. Cohen,Stephen.P.India:EmergingPower. 

6. Dixit,J.N.MakersofIndia’sForeignPolicy:RajaRamMohunRoytoYashwantSinha. 

7. Ganguly,S.(ed.).India’sForeignPolicy:RetrospectandProspect. 

8. Ghosh, A.,T.Chakraborti,A. J.Majumdar,S.Chatterjee, (eds.).India’sForeignPolicy 



  

9. Harshe,R.andK.M.Seethi,(eds.).EngagingwiththeWorld:CriticalReflectionsonIndia’sForeignP

olicy 

10. Nanda,B.R.(ed.).India’sForeignPolicy:TheNehruYears 

11. Perkovich,George.India’sNuclearBomb–TheImpactonGlobalProliferation 

 

 

  



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS105C:AGRARIANHISTORYOFCOLONIALINDIA 

 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 
Course Objectives: This course addressed the need to put the agrarian question of colonial India in a 

historical perspective, to understand the colonial impingement on the agrarian social structure and its 

effect on the changes in ownership and control of land, the insecurities of the peasants and how their 

decisions to grow crops were induced by debt servicing. 

Course Outcome:Through this course students will gain a comprehensive knowledge of the agricultural 

system of colonial India. These topics will help them to crack the job exam. 

UNITI:Thelatepre-colonialbackground–continuityorchange?Layersofcontrol:village 

community;thejajmanisystem. 

UNIT II:Empireandtheperspectiveofimperialism:thefirstphase:Indiabeingreduced to 

the status of an underdeveloped agrarian economy – the phase of 

directparliamentaryrule–theresurgenceofaneo-

colonialviewthatIndiathrivedunderimperialrule–

agriculturalproductivityandagrarianchange. 

 

UNIT III: Land tax and proprietary rights under the colonial rule – the transition –

ecologicaldamages–peasants’choicesandinsecurity–famine,malnutrition,epidemics. 

  

UNITIV:Transformationofauthority,property,andbondage:ruralindebtedness–therise 

of the rich peasant – plantations – living standards and survival – how 

constrainingwasthecolonialincubus? 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Ali,I:ThePunjabunderImperialism 

 

2. Amin,S.:SugarandSugarcaneinGorakhpur 

 

3. BadenPowell,H.:LandSystemsinBritishIndia 

 

4. Bajpai,G.:AgrarianUrbanEconomyandSocialChange 

 

5. Baker,C.J.:AnIndianRuralEconomy 

 

6. Baker,C.J.&Washbrook,D.:SouthIndia 



  

7. Blyn,G.:AgriculturalTrendsinIndia 

 

8. Bose,S.:AgrarianBengal 

 

9. Bose,S.:Peasant Labourand ColonialCapital 

 

10. Breman,J.:PatronageandExploitation 

 

11. Catanach,I.J.:RuralCreditinWesternIndia 

 

12. Charlesworth,N.:BritishRuleandtheIndianEconomy 

 

13. Chatterjee,P.:Bengal,1920-1947 

 

14. Frykenburg,R.:LandControlandSocialStructureinIndianHistory 

 

15. Islam,S.:BengalLandTenure 

 

16. Kumar,D.(ed.):CambridgeEconomicHistoryofIndia(Volume2) 

 

17. Kumar,R.:WesternIndiaintheNineteenthCentury 

 

18. Prakash,G.:TheWorldoftheRuralLabourerinColonialIndia 

 

19. Ray,R.:ChangeinBengalAgrarianSociety 

 

20. Metcalf,T.R.:Land,Landlords,andtheBritishRaj 



  

SEMESTER-II 

CompulsoryCourse: 

COURSENO: 

 

HIS201:STATEANDECONOMYINCOLONIALINDIA 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This course deals with the structure and policies of British colonial rule in India; it 

especially focuses upon colonial polity and economy which replaced traditional Indian polity and 

economy in a relatively short span of time. The British tended to overlook society on the subcontinent, but 

they certainly meant to bring about crucial changes in the political and economic spheres to extract the 

maximum advantage of their rule in India.  

Course Outcome:A reading of the course ought to enable students to gain a comprehensive knowledge of 

British colonial rule and economy; this is important because post-independence, India decided to continue 

with the structure of polity and economy introduced by the British, though the new policies taken were 

divested of the harmful intent of colonialism. 

 

UNITI:Thecolonialstate:BriefoverviewofBritishexpansioninIndia–
BritishParliamentandtheEastIndiaCompany–
Structureofadministration:police,judiciary,bureaucracy,army. 

UNITII:Thecolonialideology:OrientalistandUtilitarianphases;paternalistattitude–
Whiteracism–Divideandrulepolicy–Social-

culturalpoliciesandtheirimpact(education,tribe,casteetc.). 

UNIT III: The colonial economy and its impact (1): Changing pattern of English 

trade –Landrevenuesettlements– Commercialisationofagriculture. 

UNIT IV: The colonial economy and its impact (2): Decline of traditional 

handicrafts –Emergenceofmodernindustriesandcolonialindustrialpolicy –
impactofrailways. 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Bandopadhyay,S.:Bengal:RethinkingHistory 

2. Bandopadhyay,S.:PlasseytoPartition/PalashiThekePartition 

3. Banerjee,A.C.:ConstitutionalHistoryofIndia 

4. Bhattacharya,S.:ApproachestoHistory 

5. Bhattacharya,S.(ed.):TheContestedTerrain 

6. Bhattacharya,S.:OuponibeshikBharaterArthaniti 

7. Bose,N.S.:Racism,StruggleforEquality,andIndian Nationalism 

8. Bose,S&Jalal,A:ModernSouthAsia 

9. Bose,S.:Peasant Labour and ColonialCapital 

10. Chattopadhyay,B.:CrimeandControlinEarlyColonialIndia 



  

11. DesikaChar,S.:ReadingsinConstitutionalHistoryofIndia 

12. Fisher,M.H.(ed.):ThePoliticsofBritishAnnexationinIndia 

13. Ghosh,S.C.:TheHistoryofEducationinModernIndia 

14. Guha,R.:ARuleofPropertyinBengal 

15. Kerr,I.J.(ed.):RailwaysinModernIndia 

16. Kumar,D.(ed.):TheCambridgeEconomicHistoryofIndia(Volume2) 

17. Marshall,P.J.:EastIndianFortunes 

18. Metcalf,T.R.:IdeologiesoftheRaj 

19. Ray,R.K.(ed.):EntrepreneurshipandIndustryinIndia 

20. Roy,T.:EastIndiaCompany 

21. Roy,T.:TheEconomic HistoryofIndia 

22. Sarkar,S.:ModernIndia/AdhunikBharat 

23. Singha,R.:ADespotismofLaw 

24. Stein(ed.):TheMakingofAgrarianPolicyinBritishIndia 

25. Subramanian,L.:HistoryofIndia,1707-1857 

 

  



  

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS202:ANTI-COLONIALRESISTANCEDECOLONIZATIONANDAFTER 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: As a historical event anti-colonial movements in India is the struggle against the 

British imperial rule which led to the independence in 1947. The course discusses in detail the problems, 

predicaments and possibilities envisaged in this struggle. De colonization in India stimulated further 

movements in other countries of Asia and also in the princely states of India. 

Course Outcome:The approach of teaching this course is politico economic with emphasis on post 

partition refugee problems, planning and development. 

UNITI:Economiccontextofanti-colonialresistance–TribalandAgrarianprotests–
The1857RevoltandfoundationofCongress. 

UNITII:Organizedpoliticsandanti-colonialresistance–Congressandtheeducatedsocial 

groups–Mass movementssince 1905 andup to 1940s. 

UNIT III: The aftermath of Partition – evolution of the constitution – integration of 

theprincely states– linguistic reorganization of the states multiculturism and 

plurilingualtraditions as reflected in literature theatre, art and cinema – sports : the 

making of anation. 

UNITIV:Post–independencenationbuilding–MulticulturalnatureofIndianpolity–
Planninganddevelopmentpolicy. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Baker,C.J.:AnIndianRuralEconomy:TheTamilnadCountryside 

2. Bose,S.: AgrarianBengal:Economy,SocialStructureandPolitics,1919-1947 

3. Bose,S.:PeasantLabourandColonialCapital:RuralBengalSince1770 

4. Brass,P.R.: ThePoliticsofIndiaSinceIndependence 

5. Chakrabarty,D.:Rethinking WorkingClassHistory:Bengal,1890-1940 

6. Chakrabarty, H.: PoliticalProtestinBengal:BoycottandTerrorism,1905-18 

7. Chandra,B.etal(ed.):IndiaAfterIndependence 

8. Chandra,B.:EssaysonContemporaryIndia 

9. Chatterjee,P.:NationalistThoughtandtheColonial World:ADerivativeDiscourse? 

10. Chaudhuri,S.B.: CivilDisturbancesduringBritishRuleinIndia,1765-1857 

11. Dutt,R.C.:EconomicHistoryofIndia(Volume2) 

12. Gopal,S.: BritishPolicyinIndia,1858-1905 

13. Guha,R.:ElementaryAspectsofPeasantInsurgencyinColonialIndia7.Prakash,G.(ed.):T

heWorldoftheRural Labourer inColonial India 

14. Guha,R.:IndiaAfterGandhi 

15. Hardiman,D.(ed.):PeasantResistanceinIndia1858-1914 



  

16. Hasan, M.: Nationalism and Communal Politics in India 1916-1928 29. Jeffrey, R. 

(ed.):People, Princes, and Paramount Power. Society and Politics in the Indian 

PrincelyStates 

17. Jalal,A.: TheSoleSpokesman:Jinnah,theMuslimLeagueandtheDemandforPakistan 

18. Karlekar,H.:IndependentIndia.TheFirstFiftyYears 

19. Kaul,J.M.: ProblemsofNationalIntegration 

20. Kothari,R:PoliticsinIndia 

21. Kumaramangalam,S.M.: India’sLanguageCrisis 

22. Metcalf,T.:TheAftermathofRevolt:India1857-1870 

23. Mukherjee,R.:AwadhinRevolt:AStudyofPopularResistance 

24. Murshid,T.:TheSacred andtheSecular 

25. Namboodiripad,E.M.S.: EconomicsandPoliticsofIndia’sSocialistPattern 

26. Nanda, B.R.:Gandhi:Pan–Islamism,Imperialism andNationalisminIndia 

27. Naoroji,D.:Povertyand Un-BritishRuleinIndia 

28. Page, D.:PreludetoPartition:TheIndianMuslimsandtheImperialSystemofControl1920-

1932 

29. Pande,B.N.:ACentenaryHistoryof theIndianNationalCongress,(VolumeIV) 

30. Sarkar,S.:ModernIndia, 1885-1947 

31. Sen,S.N.:EighteenFifty-Seven 

32. Stokes,E.: 

ThePeasantandtheRaj:StudiesinAgrarianSocietyandPeasantRebellioninColonial India 

 

  



  

 

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS203:HISTORYOFMODERNWORLD: SELECTTHEMES 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 
Course Objectives: This course introduces key themes in the history of modern world and also critically 

analyzes the nature of the changing political relations among the different nations since the pre World 

War I period. The emphasis is laid on the study of rise of totalitarian ideologies such as Nazism, Fascism 

and Militarism and also the transformation of West Asia and Southeast Asia. 

Course Outcome:Through this course, students will examine the political, diplomatic, intellectual, social 

and economic themes within world history. 

 

UNITI:TheFirstWorldWar:historicalbackground;factorsthatprecipitated;natureandimpact–
PeaceSettlement:FourteenPointsofWoodrowWilsonandParisPeaceConference– 

some Issues arising out of the War: quest for security; problem of disarmament; problem 

ofreparation–theGreatDepression: causesandconsequences. 

UNIT II: Italy and Germany between the Wars; domestic and foreign affairs – politics 

andideologies of Fascism & Nazism – France and Great Britain between the Wars – 

emergence ofAmerica & Soviet Russia as world powers– Civil War in Spain  – The Munich  

Crisis  – originandnatureofWorldWarII. 

UNIT III: Impact of the Peace Pact of 1919 on West Asia; Mandate system in Middle East 

– riseof Mustafa Kamal Pasha & the modernization of Turkey – Arab nationalism after 

World War I;roleofSaudi Arab–rise ofnationalism inEgypt:Anglo-Egyptianrelations. 

UNIT IV: Far East: Japan’s Supremacy in East Asia; China after the World War I – 
SoutheastAsia:Colonialrule,growthofNationalismandModernization. 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Benns,F.L.:Europesince1919 

2. Blanning,T,C.W.(ed.):TheOxfordIllustratedHistoryofModernEurope 

3. Briggs,A.&P.C.:ModernEurope,1789-Present 

4. Bullock,A.:Hitler–AStudyinTyranny 

5. Carr,E.H.:InternationalRelationsbetweentheTwoWorldWars,1919-1939 

6. Chakrabarti,R.:AHistoryoftheModernWorld:AnOutline 

7. Chickering,R.,S.F.&B.Greiner,(eds.):AWorldatTotalWar:GlobalConflictandthePoliticsofDest

ruction,1937-1945 

8. Clavin,P.:TheGreatDepressioninEurope,1929-1939 

9. Dickinson,Frederick,R.,WorldWarIandtheTriumphofaNewJapan 

10. Fisher,S.N.:TheMiddleEast:AHistory 

11. Gathorne-Hardy,G.M.:AShortHistoryofInternationalAffairs,1920-1938 



  

12. Hall,D. G.E.:AHistoryofSouth-EastAsia 

13. Hsu, I. C. Y.:TheRiseofModernChina 

14. Joll,J.:Europesince1870 

15. Joll,J.&G.M.: TheOriginsoftheFirstWorldWar 

16. Keylor,W.R.:TheTwentiethCenturyWorld–AnInternationalHistory 

17. Langsam,W.C.: TheWorldsince1919 

18. Lenczowski,G.:TheMiddleEastinWorldAffairs 

19. Nish,I.:JapaneseForeign PolicyintheInterwarPeriod 

20. Payne,S.G.:AHistoryofFascism,1914-1945 

21. Payne,S.G.:TheSpanishCivilWar 

22. Tarling,Nicholas(ed.).TheCambridgeHistoryofSoutheastAsia,theNineteenthandTwentiethCent

uries, Volume 2 

23. Taylor,A.J.P.:TheStruggleforMasteryinEurope,1848-1918 

24. Taylor,A.J.P.:TheOriginsoftheSecondWorldWar 

25. Thomson,D.:EuropesinceNapoleon 

 

  



  

 

 

COURSENO: 

C-HIS204:THEMAKINGOF INDIANFOREIGN POLICY (CBCS) 

Lectures:60                                                                                     Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives: The purpose of this course is to generate knowledge among the students about 

continuity and changes in India’s foreign policy since independence. This course studies India’s foreign 

policy within the context of history and tries to understand and analyze its behavior.  

Course Outcome:Through taking this course, students will gain an understanding of the history and 

India’s policy with regard to our relations with important world powers as well as regional powers. 

 

UnitI:AnIntroductiontoIndia’sForeignPolicy 

 

 HistoricaloriginsandDeterminants–ContinuityandChange:FromIdealismtoRealism 

 Non-AlignmentandIndia’srole 

 IndiaandtheNuclearQuestion:ChangingPerceptionsandPolicy. 

UnitII:IndiaandherNeighbours 

 

 IndiainSAARC:TowardsaCo-operationinSouthAsia 

 India’sPolicy towardsits Neighbours 

UnitIII: India’sOptionsinaChangingAsia 

 Relationswith-SoutheastAsia,CentralAsiaandWestAsia 

UnitIV:IndiaandMajorPowers 

 

 Relationswith–U.S.,Russia,Europe,ChinaandJapan 

SuggestedReadings: 

1.Appadorai,A.DomesticRootsofIndia’sForeignPolicy,1947-1972. 

2.Bandyopadhyaya,J.TheMakingofIndia’sPolicy:determinants,institutions,processandpersonaliti

es. 

3. Bose,S.andA.Jalal.ModernSouthAsia:History,Culture,PoliticalEconomy. 

4. Chakravarty,Suhas.V.K.KrishnaMenonandTheIndianLeague,1925-47. 

5. Cohen,Stephen.P.India:EmergingPower. 

6. Dixit,J.N.MakersofIndia’sForeignPolicy:RajaRamMohunRoytoYashwantSinha. 

7. Ganguly,S.(ed.).India’sForeignPolicy:RetrospectandProspect. 

8. Ghosh, A.,T.Chakraborti,A. J.Majumdar,S.Chatterjee, (eds.).India’sForeignPolicy 

9. Harshe,R.andK.M.Seethi,(eds.).EngagingwiththeWorld:CriticalReflectionsonIndia’sForeignP

olicy 



  

10. Nanda,B.R.(ed.).India’sForeignPolicy:TheNehruYears 

11. Perkovich,George.India’sNuclearBomb–TheImpactonGlobalProliferation 

  



  

OPTIONALCOURSES: 

COURSENO: 

 

HIS205A:MILITARYHISTORYOFINDIA 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 
Course Objectives: This course covers all major aspects of the military history of India, including the 

organizational and operational dimensions. Beginning with ancient time’s warfare, it examines the role of 

the military from ancient times to the present day.  

Course Outcome:This course revolves around major subject areas like Geo-Politics, Strategic Studies, 

Peace and Conflict Studies which helps the students to have a diverse range of knowledge which will 

make them updated too for various defense related jobs. This course will help the students to opt Indian 

military Service through UPSC. 

 

UNIT I: Defining Military History of India - Historiography of the Military History of 

India:approaches, basic concepts and perspectives on the Military History of India - Military 

HistoryofAncientIndia:Militaryorganization&theartofwarfareofVedicperiod-

Epic&Puranicperiod-ComparativestudyofIndo-

Greekartofwarfare&Militaryorganizationwithspecialreferenceto 

Alexander’s invasion of India and the battle of Hydaspes (326 B.C.) - Military Organization 

/SystemofMauryas,Kautilya'sPhilosophyofwar-Military Organization /Systemof Guptas 

andChalukyas -Military Organization of Harsh Wardhan: the battle of Somnath (1025 A.D.) 

and thefallof HinduMilitarySystem. 

UNIT II: Military History of the Medieval India:Rajput Military organization / System and 

themode of fighting with reference to the Ffirst battle of Tarain (1191 A.D.) and the second battle of 

Tarain(1192A.D),CausesforthedefeatofRajput-

CampaignsofAlauddinKhilji:ConquestofRanthamboreandChittor,SouthIndianCampaignsofAl

auddinKhiljiledbyMalikKafoor-

MongolInversionsduringthereignofAlauddinKhiljiandGayasuddinBalban,Causesforthedefeat

ofMongals - Babar’s Invasion of India andIntroduction of new elements in the art of fighting 

withspecialreferencestothefirstbattleofPanipath.(1526A.D)andthebattleofKanwah(1527A.D)-

SherShah's battles with Huntayun- the Battle of Chause (1539) and the Battle of Kannouze / Bilgram 

(1540) -Military Organization of the Mughal Army under Akbar and the Second Battle of 

Panipat (1556A.D) and the Battle of Haldighati (1576 A.D.), The 

Mansabdarisystem,CentralAsian Campaign 

ofShajahanandtheMilitaryOrganisationOfAurangjeb-



  

TheCausesofthedeclineofMughalMilitarySystem-

MilitaryorganizationofMarathasunderShivaji 

UNIT III: The British Period: The Military organization of East India Company: the battle 

ofPlassey, the battle of Baxar - The Command Structure of the Company’s Army - The 

BritishMilitary operations in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century: Anglo Mysore 

Wars,AngloMarathawars-SikhMilitaryunderGuruGovindSinghand 

MaharajaRanjeetSingh,Anglo-Sikh 

wars, causes of the decline of Sikh Military System – 1857 Indian Mutiny: reorganization 

andreforms of Army in India under the British Crown, rise of Presidency Armies, 

Indianisation ofIndianArmy-IndianArmyinWorldWarIandWorldWarII  -  INA  and  

NetajiSubhasChandra Bose - Indian Naval Mutiny - Nationalization of Indian Armed Forces 

- Division ofarmedforcesbetweenIndiaandPakistan. 

UNITIV:IndianArmy inthe post-Independenceperiod: WarssinceIndia’sIndependence:the 

first India Pakistan War (1947-48), Indo-China War of 1962, War of liberation 1971, kargil War 

of1999, India’s Military Diplomacy and IPKF - Indian Army’s contribution to internal 

security:JammuandKashmir,Northeast,Naxalism/LeftWingExtremism,Terrorism,ProxyWar,

Religiousfundamentalism,Demographicmigration,Weaponsofmassdestruction,Maritime 

terrorism,Organizedcrime,Bordermanagement-

DoctrinalchangesfortheArmy:emphasisonintelligence and diplomacy, adaptability to 

integrate more skilled civil interface, continuoussituational awareness and capability of 

induction atany stage with minimal information-Modernization of Indian Army - Use of 

Technology and role of DRDO - Challenges to be aneffectiveandglobalMilitarypower. 

 

SuggestedReadings: 

 

1. J.N.Sarkar,MilitaryHistoryofIndia,Bombay,OrientLongmans,1960 

2. S.G.Singh,AMilitaryHistoryofAncientIndia,NewDelhi,VisionBooks,2000 
3. P.C.Chakravarti,TheArtofWarinAncientIndia,NewDelhi,LowPricePublication,1941 

4. P.Sensarma,MilitaryWisdominthePuranas,Calcutta,Darbari,1979 

5. S.Gordon,MilitarysystemofMarathas1600-1818,London,CambridgeUniversityPress,1993 

6. K.Roy,MilitaryManpower,ArmiesandWarfareinSouthAsia,London,Routledge,2015 

7. S.N.Sen,AdministrativeSystemoftheMarathas,NewDelhi,IndianBooks,2002 

8. BJ.N.Sarkar,ShivajiandHisTimes,NewDelhi,OrientLongman,1973 
9. B.N.Majumdar,StudyofIndianMilitaryHistory,UniversityofMichigan,ArmyEducation

alStores,1963 

10. B.N.Majumdar,MilitarySystemofTheSikhs,NewDelhi,ArmyEducationalStore,1965. 



  

11. F.S.Bajwa,MilitarySystemoftheSikhsduringtheperiod1799-

1849,Delhi,MotilalBanarsidass,1964 

12. G.S.Sandhu,AMilitaryHistoryofAncientIndia,NewDelhi,VisionBooks,2000 
13. J.F.C.Fuller,GeneralshipofAlexandertheGreat,London,EyreandSpottiswoodePub,195

8 

14. J.Manohar,The Art of War in Medieval 

India,NewDelhi,MunshiramManoharLalPub,1984 

15. J.D.Grant, HistoryofMarathas,New Delhi,Associate PublishingHouse,1971 

16. K.B.Kangley,Kautilya’sArthasastra,Bombay,UniversityofBombay,1972 
17. K.K.Thapiyal,S.N.Misra,SelectBattlesInIndianHistory:FromEarliestTimesTo2000A.

D,VOL-IDelhi,AgamKalaPrakashan,2002. 
18. K.K.Thapiyal,S.N.Misra,,Select Battles In Indian History:FromEarliest Times To 

2000A.D,VOL-IIDelhi,AgamKalaPrakashan,2002. 

19. M.B. Deopujari, ShivajiandtheMarathaArtofWar,Nagpur, VidarbhaSamshodan 
Mandal,1973 

20. P.Jackson,DelhiSultanate:ApoliticalandMilitaryHistory,UK,CambridgeUniversityPre

ss,2003 

21. R.Nath,MilitaryLeadershipinIndia:VedicperiodtoIndo-

PakWars,NewDelhi,LancerPublication,1990 

22. S.T.Das,IndianMilitary-ItsHistory&Development,Delhi,SagarPublications,1969 

23. S.D.Singh,AncientIndianWarfare:WithSpecialReferencetotheVedicPeriod,Leiden,Brill,19

65 

24. S.Shastri,Arthasastra,Mysore,MysorePrinting&PublishingHouse,1961 

 

  



  

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS205B:CONTEMPORARYWORLD:SELECTTHEMES 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This course is designed to introduce students with an understanding of contemporary 

world scenario. It provides focus on multi-dimensional approach that integrates political, social, 

economic, sociological, technological and cultural perspectives and thus promotes an increasing 

awareness of the interconnectedness of the world.  

Course Outcome:The course provides various phenomena and analysis of development, sustainability as 

well as tensions in contemporary world. It enables students to identify, define and consider world issues 

academically. 

UNITI:TheColdWarandbilateralisminworldpolitics: historiography– ideologicalandpolitical 

basis of Cold War – condition in Eastern Europe and Western Europe – formation 

oftheEuropeanUnion–NATOanditschangingrole–UNOandtheconceptofWorldPeace. 

UNIT II: Internationalization of regional tensions: Korea, Vietnam, Cuba, and Kashmir – 

theMiddle East in World politics: birth of Israel; the Palestine Question and Arab-Israel 

conflict –Suezcrisisandoildiplomacy–theIranianRevolution1979–Iraq-

KuwaitconflictandGulfWar 

–thechangingfaceofAfghanistan:Sovietintervention;Talibanismandafter. 

 

UNIT III: Historical context of the emergence of the Third World – Developmental issues of 

theThird World – changing face of Africa and Latin America; politics, economy, culture– 

theimpact of the rise of Communist China in world politics – changing contours of Sino-

Soviet(Russian)andSino-USrelations– EastAsianeconomicdevelopment. 

UNIT IV: Disintegration of the Soviet Union and its impact on international politics – 

changes inthe political order – from bipolar to unipolar World System – international 

terrorism and itsimpact on world politics – Globalization: its economic and political impact 

– economic andtechnological development in contemporary World – women in 

contemporary world – society,economy,culture. 



  

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. McWilliams,W.C.&Piotrowski,H.:TheWorldsince1945–
AHistoryofInternationalRelations. 

2. Calvocoressi,P.:WorldPolitics1945–2000 

3. Lundestad,G.:East,West,North,South 

4. Urwin,D.:WesternEuropesince1945 

5. Reynolds,D.:TheoriginoftheColdWar 

6. Briggs,A.andClavin,P:ModernEurope,1789–Present 

7. Chakraborty,B.(ed.):ExploringRegionalSecuritySouthandCentralAsia 

8. Haynes,J.:ThirdWorldPolitics 

9. Hogal,M.J.:AmericaintheWorldPolitics 

10. Lowe,N.:MasteringTwentiethCenturyRussianHistory 

11. Baylis,J.andSmith,S.(eds.):TheGlobalizationofWorldPolitics–
AnIntroductiontoInternational Relations 

12. Stokes,G.:FromStalinismto Pluralism–ADocumentaryHistoryofEasternEurope 

since1945 

13. Mazrui,A.A.andTidy,M.:NationalismandNewStatesinAfrica 

14. Burns,B.:LatinAmerica:AConciseInterpretativeHistory 

15. Achar,G.:TheClashofBarbarisms 

16. Oren,M.B.:Power,FaithandFantasy–AmericaintheMiddleEast 

  



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS205C:HISTORYOFMEDICINE: ASHORTINTRODUCTION 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 
Course Objectives: This Course intends to provide an overview on history of medicine as a discipline by 

stating how society, economics, politics, history, law, medicine, and culture shape the definition of history 

of medicine. It then discusses the three medical systems prevalent in India: Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha, 

along with the origin of the western medical system. It discusses the historical, social, and cultural 

perspectives of understanding a disease. The Course ends with a discussion on therapeutics particularly on 

the usage and application of drugs as a treatment and the emergence of the history of pharmacy as a 

separate area of research within the history of medicine. 

 

Course Outcome:It defines the relevance of history of medicine as a discipline, and, the methods of 

researching in history of medicine. 

 

UNIT I: What is History of Medicine: what is medical knowledge; what is the relevance 

ofstudying history of medicine; history of medicine and the scientific revolution; how to research 

aquestion in history of medicine; doing medical history from below; medical profession, 

medicalpractice,andthehistoryofmedicine. 

UNIT II: IndianSystemofMedicine:Ayurveda;Unani/Tibb,Siddha–
WesternSystemofMedicine: Hippocratic theories and practices; from Plato to Praxagoras; 

Hellenistic medicine;Galenic medicine– Significance ofanatomy and physiology 

inunderstanding ofhistory ofmedicine; Notions of Body inthe Eastvs 

West:Tridos´atheoryvsHumoraltheory. 

UNIT III: Disease: defining disease and culture; disease as socio-cultural construction; 

historicalapproaches to disease; Endemic, epidemic and pandemic: definitions with examples 

- malaria,plague,pandemicinfluenza/“SwineFlu”,Ebola. 

UNITIV:Therapeutics:Diseasetreatment andthe riseof pharmacology–
BotanyanddrugsinIndia;basicconceptsofIndianpharmacology–
ResearchesinMateriaMedicaandPharmacology;RoleofBengalChemical&PharmaceuticalsLtd

.andAlembicChemicalWorks–Herbaldrugs inIndia–MedicalCannabis:its role inhistory and 

pharmacology. 

 

 

SuggestedReadings: 

 
1. Ackerknecht,ErwinH,TherapeuticsfromthePrimitivestotheTwentiethCentury.NewYor

k:Hafner,1973. 

2. ArnoldDavid, ‘Medical Priorities and Practice in Nineteenth-Century British India’, 
SouthAsiaResearch,no.5,1985. 

3. Arnold,David.StateMedicineandEpidemicDiseaseinNineteenthCentury.UniversityofC

aliforniaPress,1993. 

4. Crellin,JohnK.ASocialHistoryofMedicinesintheTwentiethCentury:tobetakenThreeTim

esaDay.NewYork:PharmaceuticalProductsPress, 2004. 



  

5. DuffinJacalyn,History of Medicine: aScandalously Short Introduction, 

Toronto:UniversityofTorontoPress,2000,secondedition. 

6. GuptaB,‘IndigenousMedicineinNineteenthandTwentieth-CenturyBengal’,inC.Leslie, 

Asian Medical Systems: A Comparative Study (London: University of 

CaliforniaPress,1976). 

7. Hume J C, ‘Rival Traditions: Western Medicine and Yunani-Tibb in the Punjab, 

1849-1899’, BulletinoftheHistoryofMedicine, no.51, 1977. 

8. LiebeskindClaudia,‘Arguingscience:Unanitibb,hakimsandbiomedicineinIndia,1900-

1950’, Waltraud Ernst (ed.), Plural Medicine, Tradition and Modernity, 1800-

2000.Routledge:London,2002. 

9. Rao, Ramachandra V. Regional Seminar-Cum Workshop on History of Medicine in India 

heldonOctober9– 11,1970, SVMedicalCollege,Tirupati. 

10. Sources of Illness and Healing in South Asian Regional Literature, in South Asian 

DigestofRegionalWriting,Volume8,1979,SouthAsiaInstitute:UniversityofHeidelberg,198

3. 

11. Zimmermann,Francis.GentlePurge:TheflowerpowerofAyurvedainCharlesLeslieed. 

PathstoAsianMedicalKnowledge,209-223. 

12. Zysk,Ken.‘NewAgeAyurvedaorWhathappenstoIndianmedicinewhenitcomestoAmerica’in
TraditionalSouthAsianMedicine (2001vol.6),10–26. 

13. Zysk,KennethG,  MedicineintheVedas, IndianMedicalTradition,  Volume1.  Delhi: 

MotilalBanarasidass,1961,pp.1-11. 

14. WujastykD,“IndianMedicine”inWFBynumandRoyPorter(eds)CompanionEncyclopaediao

ftheHistoryofMedicine,Volume1.London:Routledge,1993,pp.755– 

15. WujastykD,Roots of Ayurveda.NewDelhi:Penguin1988, reprinted in 2001.Chapter 

1andIntroductionstoChapters2,3,and6. 

 

  



  

COURSENO: 

HIS205D: SOUTH WEST BENGAL (17
TH

AND18
TH

 CENTURIES) 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 
Course Objectives: The course intends to prepare students for studying the region – home to many of 

them – where the University is located. An in-depth study is deemed necessary for students who wish to 

devote themselves to research in future.  

Course Outcome:It is also necessary for those who wish to orient themselves with local knowledge and 

culture for future application in creative work as well as professional life. 

 

UNIT-I:Midnapur,BishnupurandPachetinthe17thcentury-

resistancetoentryandconsolidationofMughalpower-

expansionofBurdwanzamindarianditsconsequences. 

UNIT-II: South-West Bengal during the Nazamat period – MurshidQuil Khan and 

resistancesfrom Orissa – Alivardi khan and his engagement with Marathas – importance of 

the southwestfrontier. 

UNIT-III:EastIndiaCompany’sadministrationinMidnapur–1760-

1767;militarycampaigninJungleMahal,1767-

71;continuingresistancebyDhalbhumgarhzamindar;disturbancesinBagri,1783. 

UNIT-IV: Economic history of the region – agrarian economy of eastern Midnapur – Hijli - 

andBishnupur–theforestedregionsandtheircommercialpotentials–
centersofinternaltradeandindustry. 

 

 

SuggestedReadings: 

 
1. JRMcLane,LandandLocalKingshipinBengal 

 

2. JCPrice,NotesontheHistoryofMidnapur 

 

3. ---------- ChuarRebellionof1799 

 

4. BSDas,CivilRebellioninBengalFrontier 

 

5. JogeshChandraBasu,MednipurerItihas 

 

6. Sakar,J.(ed):TheHistoryofBengal– theMuslimPeriod 

 

7. Price,J.C.:NotesontheHistoryofMidnapore 

 

8. O’Malley,L.S.S.:BengalDistrictGazetteer:Midnapore 

 

9. Hunter,W.W.:AStatisticalinBengalFrontier 

 

10. McLane,J.R.:SomeAspectsofMallaRuleinBengal:Bishnupur,1590-1800 



  

 

11. RaynR.:ChangeinBengalAgrarianSociety 

 

12. MarshalP.J.:Bengal:theBritishBridgehead:EasternIndia,1740-1828 

 

13. Panda,C.:BTheDeclineoftheBengalZamindars 

 

14. Sinha,N.K.:EconomicHistoryofBengal(Volume2) 

 

15. Bhoumik,S.:MedinipurerBoichitromoyItihas 

 

16. Chaudhuri,R.:BankuraJelarItihas



  

SEMESTERIII 

 

CompulsoryCourse: 

COURSENO: 

HIS 301: INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION –I: The Nature of the Industrial 
Revolution &theEnglishExperience 

 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This course details the nature of the First Industrial Revolution. It provides a strong 

knowledge of the historical debates relating to the revolution and evaluates the changes in the fields of 

socio-economic life, technology and government institutions.  

Course Outcome:A reading of the Industrial Revolution is essential for students of world history, as well 

as for those seeking to know more about the global implications of the socio-economic events of modern 

times. 

 

UNIT I: Defining the Industrial Revolution – validity of the concept of ‘Industrial 

Revolution’ –why did the Industrial Revolution first occur in England? – Chronology of the 

British IndustrialRevolution. 

UNITII:DemographicRevolution–AgriculturalRevolution;EnclosuresinBritain–
CommercialRevolution-TransportRevolution. 

 

UNIT III: England: The 18thcentury background – the adoption of Free Trade – role played 

bylabour,capital,banks,government –roleof technologyandsciencein theIndustrialRevolution 

–theconceptofaleadingsector–CottonIndustry&IronIndustry. 

 

 

UNIT IV: Legislationsandhumandimensions–changesintheoccupationalstructure–

conditionsofwork–socialattitude–womenandchildlabour–FactoryActs–labourorganizations–

standardsofliving. 



  

SuggestedReading: 

1. Ashton,T.S.:IronandSteelintheIndustrialRevolution 

2. Bhattacharya,H.:BritaineShipabiplabOTarpar 

3. Chambers,J.D.andMingay,G.E.: TheAgriculturalRevolution,1750-1880 

4. Chapman,S.D.:TheCottonIndustryintheIndustrialRevolution 

5. Cipolla,CarloM.:TheIndustrialRevolution,1700-

1914(TheFontanaEconomicHistoryofEurope.) 

6. Clapham,J.H.:AnEconomicHistoryofModernBritain(Volume1) 

7. Deane,P.:TheFirstIndustrialRevolution 

8. Deane,P.&Cole,W.A:BritishEconomicGrowth,1688-1959 

9. Flinn,M.W.:OriginsoftheIndustrialRevolution 

10. Habakkuk,H.J.:PopulationGrowthandEconomicDevelopmentsince1750 

11. Habakkuk,H.J.andM.M.Postan,(eds.):The Cambridge EconomicHistoryofEurope 

(Volume6) 

12. Hammond,J.L.andB.:TheVillageLabourer,1760-1832. 

13. Hartwell,R.M.(ed.):TheCausesoftheIndustrialRevolutioninEngland 

14. Hobsbawm,E.J.:IndustryandEmpire:From1750tothePresentDay 

15. Hyde,C.K.:TechnologicalChangeintheBritishIronIndustry,1700-1870 

16. Jackman,W.T.:TheDevelopmentofTransportationinModernEngland 

17. Landes,D.:UnboundPrometheus:TechnologicalChangeandIndustrialDevelopmentinWesternE

uropefrom1750 

18. Mantoux,Paul:TheIndustrialRevolutionintheEighteenthCentury 

19. Mathias,P.:TheFirstIndustrialNation:TheEconomicHistoryofBritain,1700-1914 

20. Mingay,G.E.:EnclosureandtheSmallFarmerintheAgeoftheIndustrialRevolution 

21. Nef, J.: ‘The Progress of Technology and the Growth of Large-scale Industry in Great 

Britain,1540-1640.’.ReprintedinCarus-Wilson(ed.):EssaysinEconomic History(Volume1) 

22. Rostow,W.W.:TheStagesofEconomicGrowth 

23. Schumpeter,E.B.:EnglishOverseasTradeStatistics,1697-1808 

24. Taylor,A.J.:Laissez-faireandStateInterventioninNineteenth-centuryBritain 

25. Thompson,E.:TheMakingoftheEnglishWorkingClass 



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS302:A History of Caste and Indigenous Communities of the 19th and 20th century India 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives:This course details with the origin and growth of caste and indigenous communities in 

Indian society. At the same time this course will discuss about the historiography of caste and tribe in 

Indian subcontinent. It provides details of the caste and tribal movement in colonial and post-colonial 

India. It also highlight cultural diversity, human rights, constitutional rights, civil rights and social justice 

perspectives in India.  

Course Outcome:The history of castes and indigenous peoples in the 19th and 20th centuries will be 

known through this study. At the same time we will get to know about the castes and indigenous 

communities in different provinces of India. The history of caste and tribal movement organized by them 

will emerge in this study. We will also know about their participation in the state formation process. 

 

UNIT I:  Historical approaches for studying the caste and indigenous communities of India 

UNIT II:  Caste in Colonial and postcolonial Indian History 

UNIT III:  Colonial State and the Indigenous Communities of Colonial and postcolonial India 

UNIT IV: Cultural and Social Change of the caste and Indigenous communities of India; Social and 

Political Thinker of Caste and Indigenous Communities of India. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

Ambedkar, B. R., Annihilation of Caste, With a Reply to Mahatma Gandhi, Bombay, Bharat Bhusan 

Press, 1936. 

Ambedkar, B. R., The Untouchables: Who were They? And why they became Untouchable?, New Delhi, 

Amrit Books Co., 1948. 

Arnold, David and David Hardiman, (ed), Subaltern Studies VIII. Essays in Honour of RanajitGuha, New 

Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1994. 

Bakshi, S.R., Gandhi and the Status of the Harijans, New Delhi, Deep and Deep Publications, 1987. 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar, AbhijitDasgupta, William Van Schendel, (eds), Bengal: Communities, 

Development and State, New Delhi, Manohar, 1994. 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar, Caste, Culture and Hegemony: Social Domination in Colonial Bengal, New 

Delhi, Sage Publications, 2004. 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar, Caste, Protest and Identity in Colonial Bengal: The Namasudras of Bengal 1872-



  

1947, Surrey, Curzon Press, 1997. 

Barman, Rup Kumar, Contested Regionalism: A New Look on History, Cultural Change and Regionalism 

of North Bengal and Lower Assam, Delhi, Abhijeet Publications, 2007. 

Beteille, Andre, Castes: Old and New, Essays in Social Structure and Social Stratification, Bombay, Asia 

Publishing House, 1969. 

Bhadra, Gautam, GyanPrakash, and Susie Tharu (eds), Subaltern Studies X: Writings on South Asian 

History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1999. 

Chatterjee, Debi, Ideas and Movements in Caste in India: Ancient to Modern Times, Delhi, Abhijeet 

Publications, 2010. 

Chatterjee, Partha, ‘Historicising Caste in Bengal Politics’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol., XLVII, 

No. 50, December 15, 2012, pp. 69-70. 

Chatterjee, Partha, The Present History of West Bengal: Essays in Political Criticism, Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1997. 
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Dalton, E.T., Tribal History of Eastern India: Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, Calcutta, Superintendent 

of Government Printing Press, 1872. 

Dirks, Nicholas B., Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India, Delhi, Permanent 

Black, 2001. 

Dumont, Louis, Homo Hierachicus, originally published in 1966, reprint edn., University of Chicago 

Press, 1974. 

Ghurye, G.S., Caste and Race in India, London, Kegan Paul, 1932, reprint edition; Mumbai, Popular 

Prakashan, 1969. 

Government of West Bengal. Report on the Sample Survey for Estimating the Socio-Economic 

Characteristics of displaces prisons migrating from Eastern Pakistan to the State of West Bengal, Calcutta, 

State Statistical Bureau, 1951. 

Government of West Bengal.Short Note on Scheduled Castes of West Bengal, Kolkata, Cultural Research 

Institute, Backward Classes Welfare Department, 2005. 

Gramsci, Antonio, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, New York, 1971. 

Grunning, J.F., Eastern Bengal and Assam District Gazetteers, Jalpaiguri, Allahabad, The Pioneer Press, 

1911. 

Guha, Ranajit (ed.), Subaltern Studies V: Writing on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1987. 

H. Kotani (ed.), Caste System, Untouchability and the Depressed, New Delhi, Manohar, 1997. 

Hardiman, David, ‘Adivasi Assertion in South Gujarat: The Devi Movement of 1922-3’, in 



  

RanajitGuha(ed): Subaltern Studies III: Writing on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1984, pp. 196-230. 

Hardiman, David, ‘From Custom to Crime: The Politics of Drinking in Colonial South Gujarat’, in 

RanajitGuha (ed): Subaltern Studies IV: Writing on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1985, pp. 165-228. 

Hardiman, David, ‘The Indian ‘Faction’: A Political theory Examined’, in RanajitGuha (ed.), Subaltern 

Studies I: Writings on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1982, pp. 

198-231. 

Ilaiah, Kancha, ‘Productive Labour, Consciousness and History: The Dalit Bahujan Alternative’, in 

Shahid Amin and DipeshChakraborty (eds): Subaltern Studies IX: Writings on South Asian History and 

Society, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1996, pp. 165-200. 

Jaffrelot, Christophe, India’s Silent Revolution: Rise of the Low Castes in North India Politics, Delhi, 

Permanent Black, 2003. 

Jaiswal, Suvira, Caste, Origin, Function and Dimension of Change, New Delhi, Manohar, 2000. 

Juergensmeyer, Mark, Religion as Social Vision: The Movement against Untouchability in twentieth-

century Punjab, Barkley, 1982. 

Ketkar, S.V., History of Caste in India: Evidence of the laws of Manu on the social condition in India 

during the Third Century A.D. Interpreted and Examined with an Appendix on Radical Defects of 

Ethnology (1909), reprint, Jaipur, Rawat Publishers, 1979. 

Khare, R.S., The Untouchables as Himself: Ideology, Identity and Pragmatism among the 

LucknowChamars. 

O’Hanlon, Rosalind, Caste Conflict and Ideology, Cambridge, 1985. 

RanajitGuha (ed.), Subaltern Studies I: Writing on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1982. 

RanajitGuha (ed.), Subaltern Studies II: Writing on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1983. 

RanajitGuha (ed.), Subaltern Studies VI: Writing on South Asian History and Society, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1989. 

Thorat, Sukhdeo, Dalits in India: Search for a Common Destiny, New Delhi, Sage, 2009. 

Yagati, ChinnaRao, Dalit Studies: A Bibliographical Handbook, New Delhi, Kanishka Publishers, 

Distributors, 2003. 

Note: Additional Reading List will be provided in class. 



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS303: HISTORYOFCONSTITUTIONALDEVELOPMENTINMODERNINDIA 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

CourseObjectives:ThecoursewillteachtheevolutionoftheIndianconstitutionthroughtheenactmentofvarious

acts.Thiscoursebearsthetune‘UnityinDiversity’,aspromulgatedby 

Indian Constitution.Through taking this course, the Students will understand the philosophy 

ofIndianconstitutions.TheywillalsohavetheconvictionofthevariousGovernmentofIndianacts, their 

provision and reforms. 

CourseOutcome:This course will be helpful to pursue future Courses on 

Law.ThiscoursewillpreparethestudentsforUPSC andotherCompetitiveExaminationstoo. 

 

UNIT I: Brief Outline of the East India Company - East India Company and the Dual 

System inBengal - Constitutional development during Company’s Rule: era of 

Centralization of Power -

TheRegulationActof1773,PittsActsof1784andtheCharterActsof1793,1813,and1833. 

UNIT II: Evolution of representative Governance: Queen’s Proclamation - Government of 

IndiaAct of 1858 - Indian Council Act of 1861- Local Self Government: proposal of Mayo 

and RiponandIntroductionofLocalSelf-Government(1864-1882)-IndianCouncilActof1892-

AdministrativepolicyunderLordCurzon-TheIndianCouncilActof1909. 

UNIT III: Making responsive Governance: Montague Declaration (1917) and Montford 

Reforms(1919)- main provisions, working of diarchy in Provinces - Simon Commission - 

Nehru Report-its salient features - Jinnah’s fourteen Points - The round table conference - 

Communal Award -PoonaPact-thewhitepaper-TheGovernmentofIndiaActof1935-

itsmainProvisions- 

Electionsin1937. 

 

UNIT IV: Towards freedom: August Offer of 1940, Cripps Mission of 1942, C. R. 

Formula,Wavell’sPlanof1945,CabinetMissionPlanof1946-

FormationoftheConstituentAssembly-itsdebates and deliberations - Attlee’s declaration of 

1947 - Mountbatten’s Plan, mechanisms onthePartitionanddebatesonfederationStates-

TheIndianIndependenceActof1947- 



  

Promulgation of the Constitution - Public services in India (1858-1947) - Growth of 

CentralLegislatureinIndia-GrowthofProvincialLegislatureinIndia-

FramingofthenewConstitution of the Republic of India - Nature of the Indian Constitution - 

Salient features ofIndianConstitution. 

Suggestedreadings: 

1. C.A.Bayly,IndianSocietyandMakingoftheBritishEmpire(CambridgeUniversityPress,1

990) 

2. TaraChand,HistoryoftheFreedomMovementinIndia,Vols.11-

111(PublicationsDivision,GovernmentofIndia,1967,1973) 

3. R.Coupland,TheIndianProblem,1833-1935(OxfordUniversityPress,1968) 

4. S.Gopal,BritishPolicyinIndia,1858-1905(OxfordUniversityPress,Delhi,(1965) 

5. B.B.Majumdar,IndianPoliticalAssociationsandtheReformoftheLegislature,1818-

1917,(Calcutta,1965) 

6. R.C.Majumdar, The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. VIII-

X(BhartiyaVidyaBhawan,Bombay,1967-77) 

7. B.B.Misra,TheAdministrativeHistoryofIndia,1834-1947(OUP,NewDelhi,(1970) 

8. V.B.Mishra,EvolutionoftheConstitutionalHistoryofIndia,1773-

1947(SandeepPrakshan,NewDelhi,1987) 

9. BisheshwarPrasad,BondageandFreedom:Freedom,1858-

1947Vol.II,(RajeshPublications,NewDelhi,1979) 

10. HiralalSingh,TheProblemsandPoliciesofBritishinIndia,1885-1898(Asia,1963) 

11. R.Cumming,PoliticalIndia,1832-1932(S.Chand &Company,NewDelhi, 1968 

12. M.N.Das,IndiaunderMintoandMorley(London,1964) 

13.  PeterRonalddeSouza,ContemporaryIndia:Transitions(SagePublications,NewDelhi,2

000) 

14. S.Gopal,ViceroyaltyofLordIrwin(Oxford,Delhi,1957) 

15. D.C.Gupta,IndianNationalMovement(Vikas,NewDelhi,1970) 

16.  ShreeGovindMishra,ConstitutionalDevelopmentandNationalMovementinIndia,1919-

1947(JanankiPrakashan,Patna,1978) 

17.  P.Robb,TheGovernmentofIndiaandReformPoliciestowardsthePoliticsandtheConstitution,

1916-192(London,1976) 

18. GopalSarvapalli:BritishPolicyinIndia(1858-1905)(CanbridgeUni.press1965) 

19. MetcalfThomasR.:IdeologiesoftheRaj(NewCambridgeseries1997) 

20. StokesEric:TheEnglishUnilitariansinIndia(OUP1959) 



  

21. Tarachand:HistoryofFreedomMovementinIndiaVol1-4(GovtofindiaPub),2008 

22. B.Chakrabarty–PublicAdministration(OrientLongmanLtd,2007) 



  

COURSENO: 

C-HIS304:CONTEMPORARYINDIA:HISTORICALUNDERPINNINGS(CBCS) 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: The purpose of this Course is to give an overview on some of 

thesignificant issues in history to students who belong to various disciplines from arts 

andhumanities, other than history. It does not provide an analytical framework of the 

subjectinstead it intends to provide an overview of the subject.  

Course Outcome:The purpose of this Course is tocreate an interest in history among 

students by introducing them to new researches anddebates in history and history 

writings. It will help students from other discipline tounderstand what are the different 

aspects and issues in history which are dealt with inhigherstudiesandresearches. 

UNIT I: History of Overseas Indian Trade: Introduction to the history of trade; 

generalnature of the study – Western Indian Ocean: Merchants and Merchandise 

from 

ancienttoearlymedievalperiod;MaritimetradeinGujaratandMalabarinearlymodernperi

od;commodities;transitionintrade,1750-1818–EasternIndianOcean:Tradein 

earlymedievalBengal; portsofCoromandelandBengalinthemedievalandearlyperiod; 

merchant communities, trade networks in Bay of Bengal littoral – the 

Europeancompaniessince17thcentury;Companytradeand privatetrade. 

UNIT II: History of Indian Sport: Social significance of sport in traditional India – 

ColonialIndia: ‘sport ethic’ in colonial policy, football, cricket, and nationalism and 

communalism –Sportinpost-

colonialIndia:promotionofsportbytheIndianstate,proliferationandpopularizationofsport,andin

creasingof,andprofessionalismin,sportinrecenttimes– Sportandgenderinpost-

colonialIndiansociety. 

 

UNIT III: History of Indian Media: Media History – Definition and forms of media 

– AllIndia Radio, Television, Newspapers and the Internet – Role of media in 

diffusion ofculture:media,cultureandthepublicsphere–Gender,sexuality andmedia. 

UNITIV:HistoryofIndianCulture:Music;Film,Theatre 



  

SuggestedReading: 

 
1. Bandopadhyay,K.:ScoringOfftheField 

 

2. Bhatia,N.(ed.):ModernIndianTheatre 

 

3. Bor,Joep.Delvoye,FrancoiseNalini.Harvey,Jane.Nijenhuis,Emmiete.:Hindustani

Music:ThirteenthtoTwentiethCenturies 

4. VNBhatkhande:ComparativeStudyofsomeoftheleadingmusicsystemsofthe15th,16

th, 17thand18thcenturies 

5. BonnieC.Wade:ImagingSound:AnEthnomusicologicalStudyofMusic,Art,andCult

ureinMughalIndia 

6. VanDerMeer,Wim:HindustaniMusicinthe20thCenturySourindroMohunTagore:Universal 

History of Music: Complied from diverse sources together with Various 

OriginalNotesonHinduMusic 

 

8. LewisRowell:MusicandMusicalThoughtinEarlyIndia 

 

9. EthelRosenthal:ThestoryofIndianMusicanditsInstruments 

 

10. Ranade,AshokPromilla:HindustaniClassicalMusic,KeywordsandConcepts 

 

11. SwamiPrajnanananda:AHistoricalStudyofIndianMusic 

 

12. BhavanravAPingle:HistoryofIndianMusic:withparticularreferencetothe

oryandpractice 

 

13. BriggsandPeterBurke:ASocial Historyof MediafromGutenbergto theInternet 

 

14. Burke,Kenneth:AttitudestowardHistory 

 

15. Carey,JamesW:CommunicationasCulture:EssaysonMediaandSociety 

 

16. Gooptu,Sarmistha:BengaliCinema.AnOtherNation 

 

17. Jain,Madhued.:NarrativesofIndianCinema 

 

18. Lal,A.(ed.):OxfordCompaniontoIndianTheatre 

 

19. Majumdar,B.&Mangan,J.A.(eds):SportinSouthAsianHistory 

 
20. Nerone,John: “TheFutureofCommunicationHistory.”Critical Studies in 
MediaCommunicationVolume23,No.3(2006):254–262 

 
21. Peters,Benjamin:“AndLeadUsNotintoThinkingtheNewIsNew:ABibliographicCas
eforNewMediaHistory.”NewMedia&SocietyVolume11,nos.1&2(2009):13–30 



  

22. Peters,JohnDurham: “HistoryasaCommunicationproblem”, InExplorations 
inCommunicationandHistory,editedbyBarbieZelizer,19–34 

 

23. Vasudevan,R:TheMelodramaticPublic:FilmFormandSpectatorshipinIndianCinema 

 
24. Winston,Brian:MediaTechnologyandSocietyA History:From 
theTelegraphtotheInternet 

 

  



  

 

OptionalCourses: 

COURSENO: 

HIS305A: SOUTHWESTBENGAL -19THAND20THCENTURIES 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: The course provides a basic understanding of regional history of South-

WestBengal during the colonial period, especially of 19th and 20th centuries. Crucial aspects of 

thisregion with detail analysis are dealt with. It aims at developing comprehensive knowledge 

ofregionalpolitical,economic,social,culturalandenvironmentalaspectswithvariedlocaldimensions. 

Emphasis is laid on promoting critical approach among the students to the study ofSouth-West 

Bengal. 

Course Outcome: The course enables them to proceed towards further research works on 

thisparticularregion. Generate feeling and pride and dedication towards the freedom fighters of 

this region. 

UNITI:South-WestBengalinColonialperiod:impactofwesterneducationandideas –

growthofwesterneducatedlocalintelligentsia–

neweducationalinstitutionsandresponseofindigenouselites–emergenceofmodernprofessions–

socialconsequencesofwesternization–newspapersandperiodicaljournals. 

UNITII:Emergenceofmodernpolitics–riseoflocalleadership–Swadeshimilitantnationalism – 

Non Cooperation mobilization – Civil Disobedience Movement – second phase 

oftherevolutionarypolitics–QuitIndiamovement. 

UNITIII:Emergenceofleftwingpolitics–conditionoftheworkingclassandpeasants;theirmobilization– 

students’responsetoradicalism. 

UNITIV:Conditionofwomen,tribesandcastes–UtkalBrahminsofMidnapur–ecologyand 

environment;naturaldisasters;theFamineof1943anditsimpactonlocalsociety. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Hunter,W.W.:AStatisticalAccountofBengal(volume3) 

 

2. Hunter,W.W.:AnnalsofRuralBengal 

 

3. O’Malley,L.S.S.:BengalDistrictGazzetteer,Midnapore. 

 

4. Price,J.C.:NotesontheHistoryofMidnapore 



  

 

5. Majumdar,R.C.:HistoryoftheFreedomMovementinIndia(Volumes1&2) 

 

6. Samanta,A.(ed.):TerrorisminBengal(6volumes) 

 

7. Chatterjee,P.K.(ed.):Midnapore’sTrystwithStruggle 

 

8. Das,B.S.:ChangingProfileinFrontierBengal. 

 

9. Barui,B.C.:SaltIndustryinBengal 

 

10. Chakraborty,B.:LocalPoliticsandIndian Nationalism,Midnapur,1919–1944 

 

11. Panda,C.:DeclineoftheBengalZaminders 

 

12. Risley,H.H.:TheTribesandCastesinBengal(Volumes1&2) 

 

13Greenough,P.:Prosperityand Misery inModern Bengal–TheFamineof1943–1944 

 
14. Bhowmick,S.P.:HistoryoftheBengalNagpurRailwayWorkingClassMovementwiths
pecial referenceto Kharagpur 

 

15. Pal,R.:WomenofMidnaporeinIndianFreedomStruggle 

 

16. Sanyal,H.R.:SwarajerPathe 

 

17. Basu,J.C.:MedinipurerItihas 

 

18. Chaudhuri,R.M.:BankurajanerItihasSanskriti 

19. Roy,P.&Das,B.S.(eds.):Medinipur:ItihasOSanskritirBibartan,Volumes1-5 

 

20. Bhattacharyya,T.:Medinipur,Bankura,Purulia(3books) 

 

  



  

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS305B:POPULARCULTUREINBENGAL,19
TH

AND20
TH

CENTURIES 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

CourseObjectives:Thiscoursedealswiththeintellectually stimulatingconceptofpopularculture that 

pervades the syllabuses of the social sciences and the humanities nowadays. 

Thecloserelationofsocietyandculturegoeswithoutsaying;however,industrialisation,urbanisation, 

post-World War II Americanism, mass consumerism and so on have irrevocablychanged the 

traditional cultural landscape and ushered in a distinct ‘popular’ culture. And, whilethis process 

began first in the West, colonial rule, globalisation, and a greater impact of suchforces as the 

market and the media have made possible the proliferation of a popular culture inIndiatoo. 

CourseOutcome:Areadingofthecourseoughttoenablestudentstoidentify‘popular’aspectscontemp

orary Bengali culture, the situation and the forces that brought them about, and 

theirimpactuponsocietyat large. 

Unit I: Defining popular culture, in relation to elite, mass, and folk cultures – the making of 

apopularcultureinBengalinmoderntimes;globalization,internet–
religious,class,gender,andregionaldistinctionswithinthisculture,ifany. 

UnitII:Festivities:religiousfestivalslikebaaroyaariDurgapuja,Eid,Muharram,andChristmas 

– social festivals for the celebration of eminent personalities like Rabindranath Tagore 

andSubhaschandraBose. 

Unit III: Performing arts, literature, and entertainment: Jatra – theatre – films – radio 

andtelevision – music, Rabindrasangit, Bangla Band – the evolution of a modern Bengali 

language,literature,andreadingculture– newsmediaandpublicopinion. 

Unit IV: Culinary, sartorial, and physical culture: Bengali food, feasts and fasts, nutrition 

andhealth – the evolution of regional attire – akhras, Bratachari movement, football, cricket 

and soon. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Anisuzzaman:Muslim-manasoBanglaSahitya.Charulipi,Dhaka,2012. 

2. Banerjee,Sumanta:LogicinaPopularForm.EssaysonPopularReligioninBengal.SeagullBoo

ks,Calcutta,2000. 

3. Banerjee,Sumanta:TheParlourandtheStreets.EliteandPopularCultureinNineteenthCentur

y Calcutta.SeagullBooks,Calcutta,1989. 

4. Biswas,AdrishandAcharya,Anil(eds.):BangalirBattala.Anustup,Kolkata,2013. 

5. Chaudhuri,Sukanta(ed.):Calcutta.TheLivingCity.2volumes.OUP,Calcutta,1990. 

6. Dissanayake,Wimal&Gokulsing,K.(eds.):PopularCultureinaGlobalisedWorld.Routle

dge,Abingdon,2009. 

7. Freedman,Paul,Chaplin,JoyceE.andAlbala,Ken(eds.):FoodinTimeandPlace.AHACom



  

paniontoFoodHistory.University of California Press,Oakland, 2014. 

8. Ghosh,Anindita:PowerinPrint.PopularPublishingandthePoliticsofLanguageandCulturein

aColonial Society,1778-1905.OUP,NewDelhi,2006. 

9. Ghosh,Benoy:BanglarLokosamskrtirSamajtattva.ArunaPrakashani,Kolkata,1979. 

10. Ghosh,Benoy:PaschimbangerSamskrti.PustalPrakashak,Kolkata,1950. 

11. Gohain,Hiren:TheIdeaofPopularCultureintheEarlyNineteenthCenturyBengal.K.P.Bagchi,

Calcutta,1991. 

12. Guha-

Thakurta,Tapati:IntheNameoftheGoddess.TheDurgaPujasofContemporaryKolkata.Primu

sBooks,Delhi,2015. 

13. Guins,Raiford&Cruz,OmaryaZaragosa(eds.):PopularCulture.AReader.Sage,London,

2005. 

14. Kasbekar,Asha:PopCultureIndia!ABC-Clio,SantaBarbara,2006. 

15. Murshid,Ghulam:HajarBachharerBangaliSamskrti.AbasarPrakashan,Dhaka.2005. 

16. Ray,Niharranjan:BangalirItihas.Adiparba.Dey’sPublishing,Kolkata,2009. 

17. Sanyal,Hiteshranjan:BanglarKirtanerItihas,K.P.Bagchi&Company,Calcutta,1989. 

18. Srinati,Dominic:An Introduction to the Theories of Popular 

Culture.Routledge,London,2ndedition,2004. 

19. Storey,John:CulturalTheoryandPopularCulture.AnIntroduction.Pearson&Longman,Harlo

w,5thedition,2009. 

20. TaylorSen,Colleen:FeastsandFasts.AHistoryofFoodinIndia. 

ReaktionBooks,London,2015. 

  



  

 

COURSENO: 

HIS305C:TECHNOLOGYINEARLYMODERNINDIA 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives: This course covers an important aspect of history covering the whole range 

oftechnologyinearlymodernIndia,fromthoseusedbyordinarymenandwomentotheinstrumentsofastr

onomy,asalsotheequipageandweaponryofwar.Largerquestionssuchas 

constraintsoftechnologicaldevelopmentandtheroleofsocialandeconomicdevelopmentsarealsoaddr

essed. 

Course Outcome:This course wants 

tomakethestudentsrealizethenatureandevolutionoftechnologyin early modern India, which 

inspires them to further study and research on these newemergingfieldsofhistory. 

 

UNIT-I:NatureofEvidenceforHistoryof MedievalIndiantechnology 

 

 Agricultural Technology: Preparation of the Soil; Tools and Techniques 

ofcultivation:SowingPractices;MethodsofIrrigation;Waterlift;manures.Ne

wCrops;CropRotation;Oil,SugarandIndigoextraction. 

 TextileTechnology: 

 

Processingofcotton,woolandotherfabrics(collection,ginningandcarding).Whorls

andspindles;cottongin;weaving. 

Bleaching,dyeing,paintingandprinting.Main

typesofclothproduced. 

 TransportTechnology:

WheeledVehicles;Shi

p-building. 

UNIT-II 

 

 ExtractiveIndustries: 

 



  

Mining(salt,saltpeteranddiamondmining;stonequarries).R

awmaterialfromanimals;leatherindustry. 

 ChemicalPracticesandTechnology: 

 

Glasstechnology(Beads;bangles;mirrors;spectacles;sand–

glass;hubbles).Metallurgy:Ironextraction,Damascened Steel,Zinc. 

Tin-coating,ManufactureofPaper,Distillation. 

 

 CivilEngineering: 

Buildingtechnology(buildingmaterial,structureshaulagedevices).Road

s,bridges,Dams. 

UNIT-III 

 

 Military 

Technology:Stirrup

andSaddle.Armsand

Armour. 

Gun powder, Fire-arms (handgunand cannon). 

 

 Time-

ReckoningTechnology:Sun-

dials,sand-

glass,etc.Europeanmechanic

alclocks. 

UNIT-IV 

 

 IntroductionofEuropeanTechnologyandPatternsofResponse. 

 

 Capacityoftechnologicalchanges:majorexplanations. 

 

 

 

RecommendedBooksandJournals: 



  

 Daniet.al : History ofHumanity, vols.I to V(relevant Sections on 

AgricultureandTextiles) 

IrfanHabib : Agrarian System of Mughal India (Revised 

edition,Chapteron Agriculture) 

JeanDeloche : AHistory ofTransportin India, 2 Vols. 

Dharampal :

 IndianScienceandTechnologyintheEighteenthCen

tury(Chap. VII&IX) 

 Chicherov : India:EconomicDevelopmentin16th-18thCenturies. 

 Qaisar : IndianResponsetoEuropeanTechnologyandCulture. 

A.J.Qaisar : BuildingConstructioninMughalIndia. 

I.A.Khan&R.Kumar: :‘TheMansagarDam’, inRayand Bagchieds, Tech.in 

AncientandMedievalIndia 

A.Rahman : The History of Indian Science and 

Technology,1000-1600A.D., OUP,1999. 

W.Irvine : TheArmyoftheIndianMughals. 

 

D.M.Bose,S.N.Sen, 

 

Subbarayappa,eds. : AConciseHistoryofScienceinIndia 

(relevantportionsonly) 

M.A.Alavi&A.Rahman : FathullahShirazi–ASixteenthCenturyIndianScientist. 

S.P.Verma :

 ArtandMaterialCultureinthePaintingsofAkbar’sCo

urt(chap. 8&9only). 

SimonDigby : War-Horse and Elephantin theDelhiSultanate. 

T.Schioler : RomanandIslamicWater-LiftingWheels. 

 

AnirudhaRay& 

 

S.K.Bagchi,ed. : TechnologyinAncientandMedievalIndia. 

R.C.Butohia : TheEvolutionofArtilleryinIndia(FromtheBattleof 

PlesseytotheRevoltof 1857),Allied,1998. 



  

P.C.Ray : History of Chemistry in Ancient and Medieval 

India,Calcutta,1956. 

IqtidarAlamKhan : GunpowderandFirearms:WarfareinMedievalIndia, 

OUP.,Delhi,2004. 

 

ARTICLES: 

IrfanHabib Technologicalchangesandsociety(13th& 14th 

Centuries)(PresidentialAddress,MedievalIndiaSection,In

dian History Congress,Varanasi, 1969). 



  

-do- : `Technologyand EconomyofMughalIndia’, 

Indian Economic 

andSocialHistoryReviewVol.XVII,No.1,1981. 

-do- : `JosephNeedhamand theHistory of Indian 

Technology’ Indian Journal of History Sciences 

35.3(2000)pp.245-274. 

-do- :

 ‘ChangesinTechnologyinMedievalIndia’,Stu

diesinHistory,vol.II,No.1,1980. 

-do- : `TechnologyandBarrierstoTechnologicalChange 

 

inMughalIndia”(TheIndianHistoricalReview,July1978–
January1979,Vol.V,Nos.1-2,pp.152-74). 

- do- : “MedievalTechnology:Exchanges betweenIndia 

andtheIslamicWorld’,AligarhJournalofOrientalStudies, 

Vol.2(No.1-2). 

 

- do- : ‘PursuingthehistoryofIndianTechnology,Pre- 

ModernModesofTransmissionofPower’,SocialScientists,vol.20,Nos.

3-4,March-April1992,pp.1-22. 

Ghori&A.Rahman : `PaperTechnologyin Medieval India’Indian 

JournalofHistoryofScienceVol.I,No.2,1956. 

 

IshratAlam : “DiamondMiningandTrade”Procs.I.H.C.,1998. 

 

AbhaSingh : “IrrigatingHaryana–

HistoryoftheWestYamunaCanal”,MedievalIndia

–1. 

A.J.Qaisar : `Ship-buildingintheMughalEmpireduringthe 

SeventeenthCentury’Indian Economic and Social 

HistoryReview,Vol.V,No.2,June1968. 

- do- : `Merchant Shipping inIndianduring 

theSeventeenthCentury’MedievalIndia–

AMisc.No.2. 



  

- do- : `LevelofTechnology inIndia ontheEve ofthe 



  

EighteenthCentury:ThecaseofGlass’StudiesinHistory, 

Vol.II, No.1, 1980. 

 

- do- : `TheExposure–ResponseSyndrome:thecaseof 

 

MedievalIndia’PresidentialAddress,MedievalIndianSection, 

ProceedingsofIndianHistoryof Congress,Goa,1987. 

-do- :

 `HorseshoeinginMughalIndia’IndianJourn

alofHistoryofScience,Vol.27,No.2,1993. 

IshratAlam : “IronManufacturesin Golconda 

inthe17thCentury”GirijaPandeandJanofGeijerst

ameds., 

TraditionandInnovationintheHistoryofIronMaking,AnIndo 

EuropeanPerspective,2003-pp.98-111. 

 

IqtidarAlamKhan : `OriginandDevelopmentofGunpowder 

TechnologyinIndia,A.D.1250-

1500’IndianHistoricalReview,Vol.IV,No.1,July1977. 

S.A.NadeemRezavi : MedievalTechniquesandPracticesinMughalIndiain 

 

H.Mukhia(ed)HistoryofTechnologyinIndia,Vol.II.Iq

tidarAlamKhan : `EarlyuseofCannonandMusketinIndiaA.D., 

1442-1526’JournaloftheEconomicandSocialHistoryofthe 

Orient,Vol.XXIV,PartII,pp.146-164. 

 

I.G.Khan : MetallurgyinMedieval India-thecaseoftheCast-

IronCannon,Procs,I.H.C.,1984. 

-do- : MetallurgyinMedievalIndiain,Ray&Bagchi 
 

Technology inAncient& MedievalIndia. 

 

IshratAlam : “TextileTechnology asdepictedinAjanta 

&MughalPaintings”inRayandBagchi,eds.

TechnologyinAncient&MedievalIndia. 

H.K.Naqvi : `DyeingofCottonGoodsintheMughalHindustan 



  

(1556-1803)’JournalofIndianTextileHistory, No. VII, 1967. 

 

A.J.Qaisar : `ResponseofTurkeyandotherAsianCountriesto 

 

EuropeanClocks&Watchesduringthe16thand17thCenturi

es: AComparativeStudy’paperpresented 

attheFirstInternational congressonthe HistoryofTurkish-

IslamicSciencesandTechnology. 

VijayaRamaswamy : `ANoteontheTextileTechnologyinMedieval 

SouthIndiaProceedingsoftheIndian HistoryCongress, 

Waltair,1979. 

D.Schlingloff : CottonManufacturein Ancient India’,JESHO, 

XVII,No.1,1974.Pt.1,(1974). 

 

I.H.Siddiqui : ScienceandScientificInstrumentsintheSultanate 

 

ofDelhi’,P.I.H.C.pp.137-148. 

IqtidarAlamKhan : NatureofGunpowderArtilleryinIndia…”,JRAS, 

 

Vol.IX(i),April99. 

 

 

  



  

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS 305 D: HISTORY OF MEDICINE IN INDIA: COLONIAL TIMES TO 
THEPRESENT 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: This Course provides an intense study of history of medicine inIndia 

fromthe establishment of East India Company’s rule to the present times. In doing so, it touches 

uponaspects including Company’s medical experiences, establishment of western medical 

system,medical reforms, and the emergence of public health in India. 

Course Outcome:It focuses at length on the historyof psychiatry and the emergence of 

psychiatric drugs in India both in Ayurveda and in westernmedicine. In the post-colonial period 

it studies the situation of the primary health care and thedebateon‘healthforall’. 

UNIT I: East India Company era: establishment of Company’s rule and training its 

surgeons;Company’smedicalexperienceinIndia;OrientalismandtherenewedinterestinIndianm

edicine; establishment of ‘modern’ western medicine and the end of Company’s rule – 
Race,MedicineandBritishRuleinIndia. 

UNITII:MedicineinIndiaafter1858:roleofIndianMedicalService;creationofIndianMedicalCo

uncil;formationofMedicalResearchInstitutes;developmentofMedicalSocietiesandMedicalPeri

odicalsinIndia–PublicHealth:RockefellerFoundationandPublicHealthinColonialIndia. 

UNITIII:MadnesstoMentalHealth:whatledtothechangeinterminologyfromthenineteenthtothe

twentiethcentury–Ayurvedaandpsychiatry:‘Unmada’intheSanskritMedical Literature; 

Insanity in Medieval Islamic Society – Psychiatry and its histories in theWest; psychiatry vs 

anti-psychiatry – Debates in Psychiatry and Colonialism – Psychoanalysisand 

Girindrashekhar Bose; Birth of Psychotropic Drugs in the West and its Impact on 

India;Schizophrenia:casestudiesacross cultures. 

UNIT IV: Health Care and Development in Post-Independent India; Global Health: League 

ofNationsHealthOrganizations;RoleofWorldHealthOrganization–‘AlmaAta’andHealthforall 

by 2000; Health for all Beyond 2000: Failure of ‘Alma Ata’and Primary Health Care 

inDevelopingCountries. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Cooper,David,PsychiatryandAnti-Psychiatry.London:Tavistock,1967. 

2. Deb Roy, Rohan/Attewell, Guy N A eds. Locating the Medical: Explorations in 

South AsianHistory.OUP,2018. 

 



  

3. Desai,GNimesh,‘Antipsychiatry:MeetingtheChallenge’,IndianJournalofPsychiatry,V

olume47,Number4,Oct–Dec,2005,pp.185-187. 

4. Dols,WMichael,Majnūn:TheMadmaninMedievalIslamicSociety.Oxford:ClarendonPre

ss,1992. 

5. Gupta,PratapRajendra,HealthCareReformsinIndia:TheMakingoftheLostDecades.Else

vier,2016. 

6. Hall,JJ&Taylor,R.,‘Healthforallbeyond2000:thedemiseof  the  Alma-

AtaDeclarationandprimaryhealthcareindevelopingcountries’,MedicalJournalofAustral

ia2003,Volume178,No1, pp.17-20. 

7. Harrison,Mark,ClimatesandConstitutions:Health,Race,EnvironmentandBritishImperialis

minIndia,1600-1850NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,1999. 

8. Harrison, Mark, Public Health in British India: Anglo Indian Preventive Medicine1859 – 

1914.UK:CambridgeUniversityPress,1994. 

9. Hartnack,Christiane,PsychoanalysisinColonialIndia.NewDelhi:OUP,2001. 

10. Jaggi,PO,MedicineinIndia:ModernPeriodVolumeIX,PartIinHistoryofScience,Philosophy 

and Culture in Indian 

Civilisationseries.DPChattopadhyayageneraleditor.NewDelhi:OxfordUniversityPress,200

0. 

11. Jeffery, Roger. The Politics of Health in India. California: University of California 

Press,1988. 

12. Keller,RichardC.ColonialMadness:PsychiatryinFrenchNorthAfrica.Chicago:Universi

tyofChicagoPress,2007. 

13. Luhrmann,MTandJocelynMarrow,Jocelyn.OurMost Troubling Madness: 

CaseStudiesinSchizophreniaacrossCultures.California:UniversityofCaliforniaPress,2016. 

14. Packard,RandallM.AHistoryofGlobalHealth:InterventionsintotheLivesofOtherPeoples. 

Baltimore:JohnsHopkinsUniversityPress,2016. 

15. Pati,Biswamoy&Harrison,Markeds.TheSocialHistoryofHealthandMedicineinColonialInd

ia.UK:Routledge,2009. 

16. Pati,Biswamoy&Harrison,Markeds.Health,MedicineandEmpire:PerspectivesonColonialI

ndia.Hyderabad:OrientLongman,2001. 

17. Patterson,TJS.TheEastIndiaCompanyandMedicineinIndia.UK:SerendipityPublishers,2

007. 

18. Walraven,Gijs.HealthandPoverty:GlobalHealthProblemsandSolutions.Routledge,2010. 



  

SEMESTER-IV 

CompulsoryCourse: 

COURSENO: 

 

HIS401:SOCIALHISTORYOFSCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY 

 

ANDMEDICINEININDIA:COLONIALPERIOD 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 
CourseObjectives:This courseintendstoemphasizeonthespreadofwesternscienceincolonial 

India with multi-dimensional aspects and endeavours. It enables the studentsto understand 

the nature of science-related explorations, science studies and 

researchactivitiesbygovernmentandnon-governmentinitiatives,whichweregoingoninvaried 

forms during this period. It ought to enable students to study the introduction ofwestern 

medicine in colonial India and also about the indigenous system of medicine,which 

prevailed here since long before colonial period. New technological aspects andapplications 

in colonial India are also dealt with special attention.  

CourseOutcome:This course wants 

tomakethestudentsrealizethenatureandevolutionofscience,technologyandmedicinein colonial 

India, which inspires them to further study and research on these 

newemergingfieldsofhistory. 

 

UNIT I: Colonial Science – considerations of the colonial power underpinning 

scientificand technological initiatives of British India – British surveys in India as 

colonial formsofknowledge–technologyandthecolonialprojectofIndia’sdevelopment–

Departments of Irrigation, Agriculture, Public Works, Railways – role of Asiatic 

SocietyofBengal. 

UNIT II: Western medicine in an Indian environment – colonial government, 

publichealthandstatemedicine–emergenceofthestudyoftropicaldiseases–

underpinningsof colonial power in epidemiology in colonial India – role of scientific 

education andtechnicalinstitutions–governmentandprivatecolleges–

engineeringandmedicalcolleges–involvementofwomeninscienceeducation. 

 

 

UNIT III: Nationalist science as a counter-discourse of colonial science; claim of 



  

anancient‘national’scientifictraditionforIndia;thesearchfor‘scientific’textsfrom‘antiqu

ity’–Nationalistmedicine:Ayurveda,Unani,nationalistadoptionof 

Homeopathy. 

 

UNIT IV: Nationalism and the founding of institutions and associations for 

scientificresearch – Swadeshi technology: in theory and practice – response to 

western science:failuresandsuccesses–modern scientificoutlookand the‘women 

question’. 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Arnold,D.:TheNewCambridgeHistoryofIndiaIII–
5:Science,TechnologyandMedicineinColonialIndia 

 

2. Baber,Z.:TheScienceofEmpire 

 

3. Chakraborty,P.:WesternScienceinModernIndia 

4. Kumar,D.:ScienceandtheRaj 

5. Sangwan,S.:Science,TechnologyandColonization:AnIndianExperience 

 

6. Bernal,J.D.:ScienceinHistory(2volumes) 

7. Arnold,D.:ColonizingtheBody–
StateMedicineandEpidemicDiseaseinNineteenth Century India 

 

8. Lourdusamy,J.:ScienceandNationalConsciousnessinBengal,187o-1930 

 

9. Habib,S.I.&Raina,D.(eds.):SocialHistoryofScienceinColonialIndia 

10. Harrison,M.:PublicHealthinBritishIndia 

 

11. Dasgupta,S.:JagdishChandraBoseandtheIndianResponsetoWesternScience 

 

12. Kumar,D.&MacLeod,R.(eds.):TechnologyandtheRaj 

 

13. Prakash,G.:AnotherReason–ScienceandImaginationinModernIndia 

 

14. Erns,W.:MadTalesfrom theRaj:TheEuropean InsaneinBritishIndia,1800–1858 

 

15. Roy,K.:History ofPublic Health–ColonialBengal,1921–1947 

 

16. Bala.P.:ImperialismandMedicine inBengal 

 

17. Rahman,A.:ScienceandTechnologyinIndianCulture 

 

18. Bose,P.K.(ed.):HealthandSocietyinBengal 

 



  

19. Palit,C.etal:Science,Technology,MedicineandEnvironmentin India–
InHistoricalPerspective 

 

20. Samanta,A.:MalarialFeverinColonialBengal,1820–1939 

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS402:ENVIRONMENTALHISTORYOFMODERNINDIA  

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives: The goal of environmental history is to deepen our understanding of how 

humans has been affected by the natural environment in the past and also how they have affected 

that environment and with what results. 

Course Outcome:Teaching Environmental history of India is to introduce to the students therich 

research literature on varying works on forest and forest policies, wildlife conservation 

andconflicts, tribal right and sustenance, the binary discourse of displacement and protests on 

onehandanddevelopmentontheother,as alsothedebatesonecologyandequity. 

 

UNITI:Historiography:Ecology–colonialismasawatershed–

Nationalismandtheenvironmentaldiscourse. 

UNITII:Communitiesonthemargin–indigenoussocieties–

changingpatternsoflivelyhood,landuse,forestmanagement– colonialandpost-colonial 

experiences. 

UNIT III: Waterandsocialstructure:thesociologyofresourceuseandabuse–technology 

and ecological change in colonial times – the history of climate change –drought, 

flood,earthquake–dislocationandmigration–consequences. 

UNIT IV: IndependentIndia–technologychoice–publicpolicy–

developmentaldiscourse – distress and protest discourse – the growth of 

environmental concern inIndia. 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Arnold,D.&Guha,R.:NatureCultureandImperialism:Essaysonth

eEnvironmentalHistoryofSouthAsia 

2. Baviskar,A.:Waterscapes,TheCulturalPoliticsofa NaturalResources 



  

 

3. Cederlof,G.&Sivaramakrishnan,K.(eds.):EcologicalNationalism:Nature,Livelihoods

andIdentitiesinSouthAsia 

4. ChakrabartiRanjan,.:SituatingEnvironmentalHistory 

5. ChakrabartiRanjan,.:DoesEnvironmentalHistoryMatter?:Shikar,Subsistence,Sustenanc
e,andthe Sciences 

 

6. D’souza,R.(ed.):Environment,TechnologyandDevelopment.Criticaland

Subversive Essays 

7. DasGupta,S.&Basu,R.(ed.):NarrativesfromtheMargins,AspectsofAdivasiHis

toryinIndia 

8. Gadgil,M.&Guha,R:ThisFissuredand:AnEcologicalHistoryofIndia 

 

9. Grove, R., Damodaran, V., &Sangwan, S. (eds.): Nature and the 

Orient: TheEnvironmentalHistoryofSouthandSoutheastAsia 

10. Guha,S.:EnvironmentandEthnicityinIndia,1200-1991 

 

11. Mosse,D.:TheRuleof Water,Statecraft,Ecology andCollectiveActioninSouthIndia 

 

12. Singh,S.:TamingtheWaters.ThePoliticalEconomyofLarge Dams inIndia 

13. Sivaramakrishnan,K.:ModernForests,StatemakingandEnvironmentalChangein

ColonialEasternIndia 

  



  

COURSENO: 

HIS403:INDUSTRIALREVOLUTION-II:TheContinentalExperience 

 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

 

Course Objectives: This course deals with the momentous phenomenon called the 

IndustrialRevolution; while it occurred in the West, it could not but send out shockwaves to, and 

transformbeyond recognition, all corners of the globe. India experienced a new phase with the 

coming ofEuropean trading companies and ensuing resultant colonial rule, both which were 

largely theoutcome of the Industrial Revolution in Europe. Industrialisation has proved to be a 

lastingphenomenon, something that underpins contemporary politics, economy, and society in 

India andelsewhere.  

Course Outcome:Areading of thecourseought toenable students toknowabout this 

impactfulphenomenon, its many aspects, how the ‘classic’ case of Englandwasboth 

replicatedandreplacedintheEuropeancontinent,andthelessons that thisholds outforus. 

 

UNITI:ConceptsoftheIndustrialRevolution:theoriesofrevolution,evolution,economic 

growth; 19thcentury industrial crises – Proto-industrialisation – 
AgriculturalRevolution–‘SubstitutionProcess’ theory–Technologyandthe 

‘latecomers’. 

 

UNIT II: France: Conditions in the ancient regime – prospects and problems in 

theRevolutionary-NapoleonicPeriod–RestorationandthereturntoProtectionism–

Napoleon IIIandhis‘booster’ policies–declinein the post-1870period? 

 

UNIT III: Germany: Backwardness in the German states in 1815 – Prussian 

imperatives;Zollverinandtherailways–growthintheperiod1850-1870–Bismarck’spolicies–

situationupto1914. 

UNIT IV: Russia: Backwardness in the mid-19thcentury – Emancipation Edict and 

itseffects – trends in the period 1860s-1870s – initiatives of Vishnegradsky and Witte 

–Stolypinreforms– situationupto1914. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Blum,J.:TheEndoftheOldOrderinEurope 

 

2. Braudel,F:CapitalismandMaterialLife 

 



  

3.  Bury,J.:France,1814-1945 

 

4. Carr,W.:AHistoryofGermany,1814-1945 

 

5. Cipolla,C.(ed.):EconomicHistoryofEurope.Volumes(3&4) 

 

6. Cipolla,C.:BeforetheIndustrialRevolution 

 

7. Clapham,J.:TheEconomicDevelopmentofFranceandGermany 

 

8. Gatrell,P.:TheCzaristEconomy 

 

9. Habbakuk,H.&Postan,G.(eds.):EconomicHistoryofEurope(Volumes6-8). 

 

10. Henderson,W.:IndustrialRevolutionontheContinent 

 

11. Hobsbawm,E.:IndustryandEmpire 

 

12. Kemp,T.:Industrialisationinthe19thCentury 

 

13. Mantoux,P.:TheIndustrialRevolutionintheEighteenthCentury 

 

14. Medick,H.,Kriedte,P.,Schlumbohm,J.:IndustrialisationBeforeIndustrialisation 

 

15. Price,R.:AnEconomicHistoryofModernFrance 

 

16. Rostow,W.W.:StagesofEconomicGrowth 

 

17. Stephenson,G.:AHistoryofRussia,1812-1945 

 

18. Trebilcock,C.:TheIndustrialisationoftheContinentalPowers 

19. Wallerstein,E.:TheModernWorldSystem 

 

  



  

 

 

COURSENO: 

HIS404:WOMEN ANDSOCIETYIN INDIANHISTORY 

 

Lectures:60 Marks:50 

Course Objectives: ThisCoursebriefly discusseson how women and issues related to womenhas 

been addressed in pre-colonial, colonial, and in post-colonial India. 

Course Outcome: After completing this course students can find out the different theories on 

women and gender in history. It questions the relevance of studying women as a separate 

‘category’. 

UNITI:UnderstandingWomen’sHistory,Feminism andGenderHistory:Concepts,Theoriesand 

Issues; Gender: Social construction of Sexuality, Understanding Gender through 

Class,Caste, Race,and 

Community;Masculinity,Femininity,Patriarchy:IdeologiesandPractices. 

 

UNITII:Womeninpre-colonialIndia:Archaeologyandpre-

historicsociety;WomenintheIndusValleyCivilisation;Women’sPositioninVedicSociet

y;Buddhism  andJainism; Status of Women in Medieval India: Purdah and Seclusion; 

Concubinage andSlavery; Gender Division of Labour in Mughal India; Engels and 

the Origin of WomenOppression. 

UNIT III: Women in Colonial India: Social Reform Movements and Women’s 

Issues;Women’s Education; Women in Indian National Movement; Gandhian 

Nationalism andWomen;Women’sOrganisations. 

UNIT IV: Women in post-colonial India: Tribal and Dalit Issues; Contemporary 

Issuesand Problems: Divorce, Dowry, Violence, Rape; Women’s Movement in 

India; WomenandRuralDevelopment;PolicyonGenderEqualityandWomen’s  

Empowerment;IssuesonWomen’sHealth. 

 

 

SuggestedReading: 

1. Anagol,Padma.TheEmergenceofFeminisminIndia,1850–1920 

2. Arondekar,R.Anjali.FortheRecord:OnSexualityandtheColonialArchiveinIndia 

 

3. Ballhatchet,Kenneth.Race,SexandClassundertheRaj 

 

4. Bayly,C.A,VijayendraRao,SimonSzreter,MichaelWoolcock,eds.History,

HistoriansandDevelopmentPolicy 

 

5. Burton,M.Antoinette.BurdensofHistory:BritishFeminists,IndianWomenandI



  

mperialCulture1865– 1915 

 

6. Clintock,McAnne,ImperialLeather:Race,GenderandSexualityintheColonialContext 

 

7. Engels,Friedrich.TheOrigin of 

theFamily,PrivatePropertyandtheStateinTheLightoftheResearches ofLewisH. 

Morgon 

 

8. Evans,Mary andCarolynH.Williams.Gender:TheKeyConcepts 

 

9. Forbes,Geraldine.WomeninModernIndia. 

 

10. Forbes,Geraldine.WomeninColonialIndia:EssaysonPolitics,Medicineand

Historiography 

 

11. Hyam,Ronald.EmpireandSexuality:theBritishExperience 

 

12. Kumar,Radha.TheHistoryofDoing 

 

13. Levine,Phillipa.GenderandEmpireOxfordHistoryoftheBritishEmpire

CompanionSeries 

 

14. Levine,Phillipa.Prostitution,RaceandPolitics:PolicingVenerealDiseaseintheBritish

Empire 

 

15. Mani,Lata.ContentiousTraditions 

 

16. Metcalf,Daly,Barbara.PerfectingWomenMaulanaAshraf‘AliThanawi’sBihishtiZewar 

17. Minault,Gail.SecludedScholars,Women’sEducationandMuslimSocialReformin

ColonialIndia 

 

18. Ray,Bharati.EarlyFeministsofColonialIndia 

 

19. Sarkar,Tanika.Rebels,WivesandSaints:DesigningSelvesandNations inColonialTimes 

 

20. Sarkar,Tanika.HinduWife,HinduNation:Community,ReligionandCulturalNationalism 

 

21. Sarkar,TanikaandSarkar,Sumit,eds.WomenandSocialReforminModernIndia:AReader 

 

22. Rege,Sharmila.WritingCaste,WritingGender:ReadingDalitWomen’sTestimonies 

 

23. Sangari,KumkumandVaid,Sudesh.RecastingWomen:EssaysinColonialHistory 

 

24. Sinha,Mrinalini.SpectersofMotherIndia:TheGlobalRestructuringofanEmpire 

 

25. Tharu,J.Susie,K.Lalita.WomenWritinginIndia:600B.C.totheEarlyTwentiethCentury 

 

 



  

  



  

 

 

405 OptionalCourse:Dissertation Paper 

(Any one from the following) 

 

Course Objective:The main objective of this course is to develop the research mindset of the students. Here they 

will get an opportunity to research various topics, like Ideas and thoughts in modern India, Gandhian thought, 

Women and Dalit related issues etc.  

Course Outcome:After completing the dissertation paper the research mindset of the students will 

increase. Students' ability to analyze a theme or topic will also increase in this process.   

HIS 405(A) IDEAS AND THOUGHTS IN MODERN INDIA: SELECT THEMES 

& PERSONALITIES 

HIS 405(B)       GANDHIAN THOUGHT 

HIS 405(C )        Regional History 

HIS 405(D ) Violence and Gender in Society 

HIS 405(E ) Politics of Identity: Religion, Caste and Gender in Modern India 

HIS 405(F)         Women, Dalits and Adivasis in Modern India 

HIS 405(G )Cultural History of West Bengal 

HIS 405(H) Migration in a Global Context: A Historical Perspective 

HIS 405(I)  Muslim Society, Culture, Education & Religion (Colonial Period) 
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