
Geography, PG, 2nd Semester 
Paper‐201, Unit‐1: Settlement Geography  

 

Topic:    Traditional rural house types: Origin, evolution & 
characteristics, roof and building materials 
  

Origin 

The earliest dwelling of Homo erectus was the cavesite in Africa, most probably “at Choukoutien. But 
caves and rock shelters were not the only places for human habitations. Most of the settlement site 
were in the open. The earliest evidence of housing reflects on pit dwellings, dug into the ground, oval- 
to-near-rectangular in shape. Thus there is allusion in the phrase ‘Caveman era’ to the caves as the 
first human habitation”. The pit dwellings took several evolutionary forms. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

                                                            ‘Choukoutien’ Cave  

Pit House:   

• Pit house is a large house in ground used for shelter from the most extreme of weather 
conditions. 

• Also be used to store food and for cultural activities like telling of stories, dancing, singing 
and celebrations. 

• Pit house as a Dug out and has similarities to a half dugout.  
• Through dwellings man could easily adopt the environment, and his  occupance  spread in 

varied ecological conditions. 

• Dwellings are varied in the raw materials used, in the climatic conditions ( winds, 
temperatures, precipitation, Seasonalities ) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rural Buildings: 

 The rural houses form one of the essential facts of unproductive occupation of the rural landscape, 
with the complex relations between man and his environment; represent the cultural heritage of the 
past and the survival of tradition and reflection of the social state. 

The buildings are distinguished in three group: 

• Primitive building: Produced by societies defined as primitive by anthropologists, people 
have very few building types, a model with few individual variations. 

• Pre-industrial Vernacular: A greater, though, still limited number of building types, more 
individual variations of the model, build by the tradesmen. 

• High style and Modern: Many specialized building types, each building being an original 
creation, designed and build by team of specialists.  

 

The factors Affecting the Distribution of Rural Dwellings 

1. Physical Factors:  in the selection of the settlement site man always considers the physical factors. 
Resources builds house out of local materials. Physiography, drainage, climate, vegetation have 
effects on the rural house types. 

2. Climate:     
Rainfall Distribution. 
Rainfall higher - Sloping, thatched roof 
Medium and low rainfall- Flat roofs with mud and wood.    
3. Physiography   
 River basin area has large no. of rural settlement compare to hill foot and plateau areas.                  
4. Water Supply 
 Abundant supply of water is necessary. 
The wells, river banks, percolation tanks etc. 
 
5. Cultural Factors: 
The religion seems to give a distinction in the construction of houses. 
6. Socio- economic factors: 
The economic diversity of the people also affects the distribution.  

• Economically poor, backward people can afford poor huts build with thatch or burnt or 
unburnt bricks, mud and thatch roofs or tin sheets.  

• Houses situated fringe of village, with small clusters. 
• Low roofs, less than two and half metres in height. 
• Each house contains only one room. 
 Rich and middle class people have better residential buildings. 
• Build of burnt bricks walls with cement and roof of tiles. 
• House consist of two to five rooms. 
• General height 3 to 5 metres.  

 
 



Roof and Building materials of Rural House 
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